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London boroughs’ compliance with Policy D9 Tall buildings Parts A and B  
(Updated August 2021)  
 
Disclaimer: This document has been prepared by GLA officers for internal use only. It may be subject to change, become out of date, or may not fully reflect the statutory position. It should not be 
used in place of professional planning or legal advice. When using this document in relation to specific documents or boroughs, it is advised that the original source of information is checked. 

 
Question 1 D9 Part A: Does the Development Plan have a definition of a tall building for all or parts of the borough?  
Policy document name ǁ Yes (All or Part)/No Definition ǁ Definition given: 
 
Question 2 D9 Part A: Does TB definition meet policy requirement of not being less than 6 storeys or 18 metres measured from ground to the floor level of the uppermost storey - and is given as height in m/ storeys or is 
subjective? 
Yes (Numeric)/ ǁ Yes (Subjective/refer to London Plan default)/ ǁ No (refer to London Plan default) ǁ No (defined threshold lower than London Plan default) 
 
Question 3 D9 Part B 1) & 2): Has the borough identified locations where tall buildings may be appropriate in its Development Plan in accordance with para 3.9.2? 
Yes/ Yes but process unclear/ ǁ /No/Unclear  ǁ If YES, detail of locations provided 
 
Question 4 Part B 2): In identified tall building locations is there a maximum or appropriate height for tall buildings? 
Yes/No/Unclear ǁ If YES, details of height given 
 
Question 5 D9 Part B 3): Does the Development Plan restrict tall building development to locations that are identified within the Plan as suitable for tall buildings? 
Yes/No/Unclear ǁ Known details of how exceptions to identified locations are dealt with provided 
 
Question 6 Other useful information (policy related e.g. SPD) 
 
Question 7 Relevant evidence base information (e.g. study) 
 
Question 8 Does the plan pre-date London Plan EiP? (Jan 2019) 
 

Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Barking and 
Dagenham 

Barking and Dagenham 
Core Strategy, 2010 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default)  
 

No  No  No    Yes 

Barking and Dagenham 
Borough Wide 
Development Plan 
Documents, 2011 
Yes (All)  
Definition (refer to policy 
BP4) 
Any building which is 
significantly taller than its 
neighbours, and/or which 
significantly changes the 
skyline. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

No 
 

No No The Barking Station 
Masterplan SPD, 2012 
 

 Yes 

Site Specific Allocations 
Development Plan 
Document, 2010 

No (refer to London 
Plan default)  
 

No  No  No   Yes 

Annex 1

Working Draft Document

https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Adopted-Core-Strategy.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Adopted-Core-Strategy.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Borough-Wide-Development-Policies-DPD.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Borough-Wide-Development-Policies-DPD.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Borough-Wide-Development-Policies-DPD.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Borough-Wide-Development-Policies-DPD.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Barking-Station-Masterplan-SPD-2012.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Barking-Station-Masterplan-SPD-2012.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Site-Specific-Allocations-DPD-2010.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Site-Specific-Allocations-DPD-2010.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Site-Specific-Allocations-DPD-2010.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

No Definition  

Barking Town Centre Area 
Action Plan, 2011  
Yes (Part)  
Definition (6.17.1) 
‘buildings which are 
significantly taller than their 
neighbours and/or which 
significantly change the 
skyline’ 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Text (refer to Policy BTC 17 and 
the Barking Station Masterplan) 

Unclear.  
The Masterplan identifies 
appropriate heights in the 
site allocations section 

Yes  
Refer to Policy BTC 17 
‘Elsewhere in the AAP 
area, tall buildings will 
be resisted unless 
particular proposals 
can demonstrate 
significant regeneration 
or townscape benefits 
49 and do not cause 
harm to the historic 
significance of Barking 
Town Centre and its 
component parts.’ 

The Barking Station 
Masterplan SPD, 2012 
 

 Yes 

Emerging new Local Plan: 
Barking and Dagenham 
draft Local Plan 2037, 2020 
- Reg 19 stage) 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Unclear  
 
Text (refer to Chapter 3 
Transformation Areas, Chapter 4 
policy DMD 2). Policy DMD 2 
refers to additional work that 
will be carried out to identify 
locations with the 
Transformation Areas identified 
in Chapter 3.  
 
Evidence base includes a 
Townscape and Socioeconomic 
Characterisation Study. Includes 
references to tall buildings and 
identifies a number of in 
principle appropriate locations 
for this type of development – 
not clear if these have been 
brought forward into the draft 
Plan.  

No  No   Barking and Dagenham 
Townscape and 
Socioeconomic 
Characterisation Study, 2017 

No 

Barnet  Barnet’s Local Plan Core 
Strategy, 2012  
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to Policy 
CS5): 
Tall Buildings: 8 storeys (or 
26m) or more. 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes (Numeric) Yes  
Locations 
Text (refer to Policy CS5, 10.6).  
 
Based on characterisation study 
which informed Tall Building 
Study.  
 
 
 

 No No  
 
Refer to 10.6.8 - 
Development 
Management Policy 
DM05 – Tall Buildings 
sets out a criteria based 
approach for assessing 
proposals for tall 
buildings.   
 
(10.6.1) Also refers to 
Tall Building Study 

 Tall Buildings Update, 2019 
 
Update to the 2010 Tall 
Building Study) 
 

Yes 

https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Barking-Town-Centre-Area-Action-Plan-DPD.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Barking-Town-Centre-Area-Action-Plan-DPD.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Barking-Station-Masterplan-SPD-2012.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Barking-Station-Masterplan-SPD-2012.pdf
https://lucmaps.co.uk/Hub_Components/10589_LBBD/LBBD%20Local%20Plan%20Reg%2019%20Consultation%20Document%20Sep%202020%20(Redsize%20V1).pdf
https://lucmaps.co.uk/Hub_Components/10589_LBBD/LBBD%20Local%20Plan%20Reg%2019%20Consultation%20Document%20Sep%202020%20(Redsize%20V1).pdf
https://lucmaps.co.uk/Hub_Components/10589_LBBD/LBBD%20Local%20Plan%20Reg%2019%20Consultation%20Document%20Sep%202020%20(Redsize%20V1).pdf
https://ago-item-storage.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/80c87f30318248729a113f66df95da45/3.6_LBBD_Townscape_and_Socioeconomic_Characterisation_Study.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEB0aCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQCYst%2BpzJfp3Bivx2rv8uST%2BHNMlOsZtAFCIu%2BzjqbGSQIhALN0hVT6uHyjZge0RrDrrBHQ%2FMstyoSNwFaXK1FBACT%2BKrQDCHYQABoMNjA0NzU4MTAyNjY1IgyYXxe2Gr0zK%2Byr%2BTcqkQN1bWMYX94cW3z0i7nw43kNUYCnRz0ZmWVO7PbFy%2F6fXtePeXuAxY02mPoU%2BRLnv6jAfz9eQahGxkUnZXeICXEnpi3KMHEl7%2Bc3qhvyY4P%2B4CqukKj8xAOQEECiOBp%2FZJl9CVOlfCQmPIciWEiSMam7TE6ApLFVlrIPTQaURVxNdZAP%2Fi6EcvgyJdSWTcW%2B%2BYy5XaBoTS6UOBGhH%2FbFaPovOrcFISlgqNkQ4ZQsxlO1rB1Q0haWXDGxLuYbQXApX%2FQNp2%2F8j0eYX4q6IJpEzOQpoZKIs%2FzQo8AlhDPOyEaxqFXYDEWW79rLeLcv3vbqs8KLweWGE0601R7hlPtpdAYpmOvUw8%2B930q%2Buo6P70yeYFqJUsmKqr1BhXZGpv9Y7f74Xk7Zmv2%2Faj1wBEoZlLzm3FZlegwsVpMwsC80XcJ80aOdqIxxUSNpzto3O5%2F9dmEKrk6CBGhezvGhLjCDs6Ji%2B%2FP6%2FD8xptYEj9X%2B5aiT35aCHX9oTjdoLKSVpfw3mG117KRvhF8Qi4IrH4nxq41izzC4mMGDBjrqAWMtqG%2F%2F45qZruoy3Hr4yOiX4zfCYWQBtYM6fC0PKUgwdDUEUn14VIg3K%2F3lLsjSAUvcmASzdklWMAeMuJY0OZvgsdcvAbmHfBEWNjbswKvO61aWVdrhRMqCKwGAkJFuOpyD9s%2BL67BjALqjaelsb6EKOPYFlmqUoSVa7z2o1ANrjggDQJPY%2BdNz8fKn%2FaYe9n9W9GdJBffWDwzX1UW3hMehkziKlKzopkNBIpXlhC5KqdTPB0lyxgdURjSoNQKvRFB7IUtq%2FJkH68LkVmH%2B7xzl1JEdca9R2MUVP6cVAaicMx%2FiglshrYUECw%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20210409T133602Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKER3VTMRAY%2F20210409%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=10e6c0298c61b02d46057efcc36dfb8696cdeee50969308cdbd209ac52d37260
https://ago-item-storage.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/80c87f30318248729a113f66df95da45/3.6_LBBD_Townscape_and_Socioeconomic_Characterisation_Study.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEB0aCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQCYst%2BpzJfp3Bivx2rv8uST%2BHNMlOsZtAFCIu%2BzjqbGSQIhALN0hVT6uHyjZge0RrDrrBHQ%2FMstyoSNwFaXK1FBACT%2BKrQDCHYQABoMNjA0NzU4MTAyNjY1IgyYXxe2Gr0zK%2Byr%2BTcqkQN1bWMYX94cW3z0i7nw43kNUYCnRz0ZmWVO7PbFy%2F6fXtePeXuAxY02mPoU%2BRLnv6jAfz9eQahGxkUnZXeICXEnpi3KMHEl7%2Bc3qhvyY4P%2B4CqukKj8xAOQEECiOBp%2FZJl9CVOlfCQmPIciWEiSMam7TE6ApLFVlrIPTQaURVxNdZAP%2Fi6EcvgyJdSWTcW%2B%2BYy5XaBoTS6UOBGhH%2FbFaPovOrcFISlgqNkQ4ZQsxlO1rB1Q0haWXDGxLuYbQXApX%2FQNp2%2F8j0eYX4q6IJpEzOQpoZKIs%2FzQo8AlhDPOyEaxqFXYDEWW79rLeLcv3vbqs8KLweWGE0601R7hlPtpdAYpmOvUw8%2B930q%2Buo6P70yeYFqJUsmKqr1BhXZGpv9Y7f74Xk7Zmv2%2Faj1wBEoZlLzm3FZlegwsVpMwsC80XcJ80aOdqIxxUSNpzto3O5%2F9dmEKrk6CBGhezvGhLjCDs6Ji%2B%2FP6%2FD8xptYEj9X%2B5aiT35aCHX9oTjdoLKSVpfw3mG117KRvhF8Qi4IrH4nxq41izzC4mMGDBjrqAWMtqG%2F%2F45qZruoy3Hr4yOiX4zfCYWQBtYM6fC0PKUgwdDUEUn14VIg3K%2F3lLsjSAUvcmASzdklWMAeMuJY0OZvgsdcvAbmHfBEWNjbswKvO61aWVdrhRMqCKwGAkJFuOpyD9s%2BL67BjALqjaelsb6EKOPYFlmqUoSVa7z2o1ANrjggDQJPY%2BdNz8fKn%2FaYe9n9W9GdJBffWDwzX1UW3hMehkziKlKzopkNBIpXlhC5KqdTPB0lyxgdURjSoNQKvRFB7IUtq%2FJkH68LkVmH%2B7xzl1JEdca9R2MUVP6cVAaicMx%2FiglshrYUECw%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20210409T133602Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKER3VTMRAY%2F20210409%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=10e6c0298c61b02d46057efcc36dfb8696cdeee50969308cdbd209ac52d37260
https://ago-item-storage.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/80c87f30318248729a113f66df95da45/3.6_LBBD_Townscape_and_Socioeconomic_Characterisation_Study.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEB0aCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQCYst%2BpzJfp3Bivx2rv8uST%2BHNMlOsZtAFCIu%2BzjqbGSQIhALN0hVT6uHyjZge0RrDrrBHQ%2FMstyoSNwFaXK1FBACT%2BKrQDCHYQABoMNjA0NzU4MTAyNjY1IgyYXxe2Gr0zK%2Byr%2BTcqkQN1bWMYX94cW3z0i7nw43kNUYCnRz0ZmWVO7PbFy%2F6fXtePeXuAxY02mPoU%2BRLnv6jAfz9eQahGxkUnZXeICXEnpi3KMHEl7%2Bc3qhvyY4P%2B4CqukKj8xAOQEECiOBp%2FZJl9CVOlfCQmPIciWEiSMam7TE6ApLFVlrIPTQaURVxNdZAP%2Fi6EcvgyJdSWTcW%2B%2BYy5XaBoTS6UOBGhH%2FbFaPovOrcFISlgqNkQ4ZQsxlO1rB1Q0haWXDGxLuYbQXApX%2FQNp2%2F8j0eYX4q6IJpEzOQpoZKIs%2FzQo8AlhDPOyEaxqFXYDEWW79rLeLcv3vbqs8KLweWGE0601R7hlPtpdAYpmOvUw8%2B930q%2Buo6P70yeYFqJUsmKqr1BhXZGpv9Y7f74Xk7Zmv2%2Faj1wBEoZlLzm3FZlegwsVpMwsC80XcJ80aOdqIxxUSNpzto3O5%2F9dmEKrk6CBGhezvGhLjCDs6Ji%2B%2FP6%2FD8xptYEj9X%2B5aiT35aCHX9oTjdoLKSVpfw3mG117KRvhF8Qi4IrH4nxq41izzC4mMGDBjrqAWMtqG%2F%2F45qZruoy3Hr4yOiX4zfCYWQBtYM6fC0PKUgwdDUEUn14VIg3K%2F3lLsjSAUvcmASzdklWMAeMuJY0OZvgsdcvAbmHfBEWNjbswKvO61aWVdrhRMqCKwGAkJFuOpyD9s%2BL67BjALqjaelsb6EKOPYFlmqUoSVa7z2o1ANrjggDQJPY%2BdNz8fKn%2FaYe9n9W9GdJBffWDwzX1UW3hMehkziKlKzopkNBIpXlhC5KqdTPB0lyxgdURjSoNQKvRFB7IUtq%2FJkH68LkVmH%2B7xzl1JEdca9R2MUVP6cVAaicMx%2FiglshrYUECw%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20210409T133602Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKER3VTMRAY%2F20210409%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=10e6c0298c61b02d46057efcc36dfb8696cdeee50969308cdbd209ac52d37260
https://ago-item-storage.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/80c87f30318248729a113f66df95da45/3.6_LBBD_Townscape_and_Socioeconomic_Characterisation_Study.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEB0aCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQCYst%2BpzJfp3Bivx2rv8uST%2BHNMlOsZtAFCIu%2BzjqbGSQIhALN0hVT6uHyjZge0RrDrrBHQ%2FMstyoSNwFaXK1FBACT%2BKrQDCHYQABoMNjA0NzU4MTAyNjY1IgyYXxe2Gr0zK%2Byr%2BTcqkQN1bWMYX94cW3z0i7nw43kNUYCnRz0ZmWVO7PbFy%2F6fXtePeXuAxY02mPoU%2BRLnv6jAfz9eQahGxkUnZXeICXEnpi3KMHEl7%2Bc3qhvyY4P%2B4CqukKj8xAOQEECiOBp%2FZJl9CVOlfCQmPIciWEiSMam7TE6ApLFVlrIPTQaURVxNdZAP%2Fi6EcvgyJdSWTcW%2B%2BYy5XaBoTS6UOBGhH%2FbFaPovOrcFISlgqNkQ4ZQsxlO1rB1Q0haWXDGxLuYbQXApX%2FQNp2%2F8j0eYX4q6IJpEzOQpoZKIs%2FzQo8AlhDPOyEaxqFXYDEWW79rLeLcv3vbqs8KLweWGE0601R7hlPtpdAYpmOvUw8%2B930q%2Buo6P70yeYFqJUsmKqr1BhXZGpv9Y7f74Xk7Zmv2%2Faj1wBEoZlLzm3FZlegwsVpMwsC80XcJ80aOdqIxxUSNpzto3O5%2F9dmEKrk6CBGhezvGhLjCDs6Ji%2B%2FP6%2FD8xptYEj9X%2B5aiT35aCHX9oTjdoLKSVpfw3mG117KRvhF8Qi4IrH4nxq41izzC4mMGDBjrqAWMtqG%2F%2F45qZruoy3Hr4yOiX4zfCYWQBtYM6fC0PKUgwdDUEUn14VIg3K%2F3lLsjSAUvcmASzdklWMAeMuJY0OZvgsdcvAbmHfBEWNjbswKvO61aWVdrhRMqCKwGAkJFuOpyD9s%2BL67BjALqjaelsb6EKOPYFlmqUoSVa7z2o1ANrjggDQJPY%2BdNz8fKn%2FaYe9n9W9GdJBffWDwzX1UW3hMehkziKlKzopkNBIpXlhC5KqdTPB0lyxgdURjSoNQKvRFB7IUtq%2FJkH68LkVmH%2B7xzl1JEdca9R2MUVP6cVAaicMx%2FiglshrYUECw%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20210409T133602Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKER3VTMRAY%2F20210409%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=10e6c0298c61b02d46057efcc36dfb8696cdeee50969308cdbd209ac52d37260
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policies-and-local-plan/local-plan
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policies-and-local-plan/local-plan
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/sites/default/files/tall_buildings_update_2019.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

providing advice on the 
issues which should be 
evaluated when 
proposals for tall 
buildings are 
considered. 
 
Also identifies existing 
tall buildings (refer to 
10.6 and Map 8) 

Barnet  Development Management 
Policies DPD, 2012  
Yes (All) 
Definition: 
Eight storeys (equivalent to 
26 metres above ground 
level) or more 

Yes (Numeric) No  
See above Core Strategy 

N/A Yes  
Refer to Development 
Management Policies 
DPD Policy DM05 

  Yes 

Barnet Colindale Area Action Plan, 
2010  
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to Policy 
5.3): 
Taller buildings (in excess of 
6 storeys). 

Yes (Numeric) Yes but process unclear  
Locations 
Refer to 5.4, Figure 5.2 
 

Yes  
Heights 
Figure 5.2 

Yes  
Refer to Development 
Management Policies 
DPD Policy DM05 

  Yes 

Bexley  Bexley Core Strategy, 2012 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 3.3.5):  
tall buildings (those 
considered to be 
significantly taller than their 
surroundings) 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes but process unclear  
Locations 
Text (refer to Policy CS01 Part H 
(i), Policy CS02) 

No No  
 
Refer to policy CS01 
part i, 3.3.6 onwards 
 

London Borough of Bexley 
Planning Application 
Requirements, 2018 

 Yes 

Bexley  Emerging new Local Plan: 
Draft Bexley Local Plan – at 
Reg 19 stage 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
DP12) 
25m in height or more.  

Yes Yes  
Locations 
Refer to policy DP12) 
 
Based on Local Characterisation 
Study  

Yes  
Heights  
Refer to policy DP12 and 
para 4.36: 
Location specific varies 25 – 
45m 

No  
 
Refer to 4.36 

 Bexley Local Character Study 
Local Plan Spatial Strategy 
Technical Paper Building 
Heights Technical Paper 
Locally Significant Views 
within London Borough of 
Bexley Draft Report 

No 

Brent Brent Core Strategy, 2010 
No Definition  
 
 

No (refer to London 
Plan default)  
 

Yes but process unclear 
Locations 
Text (refer to: 
Section 4,  
CP 5 4.30 (refers to locations 
identified in Supplementary 
Planning Documents for the 
Wembley and South Kilburn 
growth areas,   
CP 6 (see main policy and 
strategic area policies, 

Yes  
Heights (refer to Section 8) 
Tall Building zones 
identified – each with 
appropriate heights 
specified (ranging from 1 – 
34 storeys (3 – 103m)). 
 
Additional intensification 
corridors and town centres 
will be identified in the Plan 

No  Brent Tall Building Strategy, 
2019 
 
https://www.brent.gov.uk/m
edia/342021/Core%20Strate
gy%20-
%20Tall%20Buildings.pdf 
 
Tall Buildings in Wembley, 
2012 

Yes 

https://www.barnet.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policies-and-local-plan/local-plan
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policies-and-local-plan/local-plan
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/sites/default/files/colindale_aap.pdf
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/sites/default/files/colindale_aap.pdf
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/planning-policy-and-guidance
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2018-07/Planning-application-requirements.pdf
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2018-07/Planning-application-requirements.pdf
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2018-07/Planning-application-requirements.pdf
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/consultations/draft-local-plan-regulation-19-consultation
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/consultations/draft-local-plan-regulation-19-consultation
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/16404211/core-strategy-small.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/16414641/tall-building-strategy-oct-2019_web.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/16414641/tall-building-strategy-oct-2019_web.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/342021/Core%20Strategy%20-%20Tall%20Buildings.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/342021/Core%20Strategy%20-%20Tall%20Buildings.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/342021/Core%20Strategy%20-%20Tall%20Buildings.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/342021/Core%20Strategy%20-%20Tall%20Buildings.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/3501711/W2.1%20Tall%20Buildings%20in%20Wembley.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/3501711/W2.1%20Tall%20Buildings%20in%20Wembley.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

CP 12). 
Mapped (refer to Draft Brent 
Local plan Policies Map 2019 ) 

as suitable for heights up to 
15-18m. 

Brent  London Borough of Brent 
Local Plan 2016 
Development Management 
Policies  
Yes (All) 
Definition: 
Tall Buildings: Buildings or 
structures that are more 
than 30m in height or 
significantly taller than 
surrounding development. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

No  No No   Yes 

Brent  Site Specific Allocation DPD, 
2011 
No Definition  

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes but process unclear 
Locations 
Text (refer to A2. Minavil House 
& Unit 7, Rosemont Road; CP11; 
CP12) 

No  No    Yes 

Brent  Wembley Area Action Plan, 
2015 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to 4.55) 
Tall buildings (over 30m)  
 
 

Yes (Numeric) 
 

Yes  
Locations 
Text (refer to 4.3, Section 4, 
WEM 5) CP6 
Mapped (refer to map 4.4) 
 
Based on Tall Building Strategy. 

Yes  
Heights (refer to 4.55) 
Varies dependent on site. 
Including 3 locations for 
buildings of 15-20 storeys 
(approx.. 45-75m). 
 

Yes  
Refer to Map 4.4 – sites 
within AAP area 
identified as either 
appropriate for, 
sensitive to or 
inappropriate for tall 
buildings.  

Wembley Link SPD 
(referred to at paragraph 
4.55 of the Wembley AAP) 

Tall Buildings in Wembley  
 
Includes mapping of existing 
tall buildings.  

Yes 

Bromley  Bromley Local Plan, 2019 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 5.1.20): 
Tall buildings are those that 
exceed the general height 
of their surroundings and 
cause a significant change 
to the skyline. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

No  
 
Refers to Bromley Town Centre 
Area Action Plan 2010  

No Yes  
 
Refer to 5.1.20 

  Similar 
timescales 

Bromley  Bromley Town Centre Area 
Action Plan, 2010  
No Definition  
 
 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 
*note: Policy BTC19 
Building Height – 
references tall buildings 
but does not define 
what is considered ‘tall’ 
 

Yes but process unclear  
Locations 
Text (refer to Appendix 5) 
Mapped (refer to Chapter 3 
Diagram 3.2, Chapter 4 Diagram 
4.3 as example) 

No  
 
Appendix 5 Opportunity 
Area Design Principles   
Analysis of particular sites – 
makes note for each site 
about the potential for 
taller buildings – but 
appropriate heights are not 
identified specifically, rather 
talks about responding to 
local context elements 

No    Yes 

https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/16415866/core_06-draft-local-plan-policies-map-overview-map.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/16415866/core_06-draft-local-plan-policies-map-overview-map.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/16405868/development-management-policies-final_small-nov-2016.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/16405868/development-management-policies-final_small-nov-2016.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/16405868/development-management-policies-final_small-nov-2016.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/16405868/development-management-policies-final_small-nov-2016.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/12291847/SSA%2022-1-15.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/12291847/SSA%2022-1-15.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/16404341/d64-wembley-area-action-plan.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/16404341/d64-wembley-area-action-plan.pdf
https://www.brent.gov.uk/media/3501711/W2.1%20Tall%20Buildings%20in%20Wembley.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Bromley_Local_Plan_2019.pdf
https://www.bromley.gov.uk/info/1004/planning_policy/463/bromley_town_centre_area_action_plan
https://www.bromley.gov.uk/info/1004/planning_policy/463/bromley_town_centre_area_action_plan
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Camden  Camden Local Plan, 2018 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
7.35):  
tall buildings are considered 
to be those which are 
substantially taller than 
their neighbours or which 
significantly change the 
skyline. 
 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

No  
 
Because the entire borough is 
considered to be sensitive to tall 
buildings (refer to policy D1, 
paragraph 7.36).  
 

No No  
 
Policy D1 Design 
includes section on Tall 
Buildings but not 
specific. Takes 
approach of the entire 
borough being 
‘sensitive’ to tall 
buildings as defined by 
the English Heritage / 
CABE Guidance on Tall 
Buildings.  
 
However noted that if 
proposals for tall 
buildings come forward 
they will be assessed 
against a range of 
criteria in policy D1, 
para 7.35, case by case. 

Camden Planning 
Guidance: Design, 2018 
 
 

 Yes 

Camden  Euston Area Plan, 2015 
No Definition  
 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Unclear  
 
Text (refer to 3.3 Building 
heights, massing and scale page 
49 – links to LVMF) 
 
Figure 3.4 
(no definition so unclear if all 
sites in Figure 3.4 are 
considered suitable for tall 
buildings) 
 

Unclear  
  
Refer to 3.3 Building 
heights, massing and scale 
page 49.  
 
Figure 3.4 identifies 
potential general (not just 
tall? Unclear) building 
heights ranging from up to 4 
storeys (up to 12 metres) to 
9 - 10 storeys (27 - 30 
metres), with some 
additional indicative 
locations for tall buildings 
(refer to 3.3).   

No    Yes 

Camden Fitzrovia Area Action Plan, 
2014 
No Definition  

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

No  No No   Yes 

City of 
London  

City of London Local Plan, 
2015 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to CS13): 
Those which significantly 
exceed the height of their 
general surroundings, 
particularly in a cluster of 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Unclear 
 
Supports in City’s Eastern 
Cluster on appropriate sites.  
Text (refer to Strategic Policy 
CS14). 
Mapped areas inappropriate to 
tall buildings (refer to Figure 21) 
Elsewhere use criteria to assess. 

No  Unclear  
 
Text (refer to Strategic 
Policy CS14) 
Mapped areas 
inappropriate to tall 
buildings (refer to 
Figure 21) 
 

City of London Protected 
Views SPD, 2012 

 Yes 

https://www.camden.gov.uk/documents/20142/4820180/Local+Plan.pdf/ce6e992a-91f9-3a60-720c-70290fab78a6
https://www.camden.gov.uk/documents/20142/4823269/Design+CPG.pdf/ce8f62ef-ea5e-8e03-1035-c9c5aad2b6b7
https://www.camden.gov.uk/documents/20142/4823269/Design+CPG.pdf/ce8f62ef-ea5e-8e03-1035-c9c5aad2b6b7
https://www.eustonareaplan.info/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/EAP-Adopted-January-2015-complete.pdf
https://www.camden.gov.uk/documents/20142/4820180/Fitzrovia+Area+Action+Plan+Adopted+March+2014.pdf/2472d8e9-6157-f4a4-cf93-09e5e4148335
https://www.camden.gov.uk/documents/20142/4820180/Fitzrovia+Area+Action+Plan+Adopted+March+2014.pdf/2472d8e9-6157-f4a4-cf93-09e5e4148335
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Services-Environment/planning-local-plan-adopted-2015.pdf
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Services-Environment/planning-local-plan-adopted-2015.pdf
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Services-Environment/planning-spd-protected-views-spd-2012.pdf
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Services-Environment/planning-spd-protected-views-spd-2012.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

the tallest buildings in the 
east). 

 
All locations considered 
sensitive to tall buildings. 

All locations considered 
sensitive to tall 
buildings. 

City of 
London  

Emerging new Local Plan: 
Proposed submission City 
Plan 2036 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 6.5-
Strategic Policy S12) 
Buildings over 75m AOD 
 

Yes (Numeric) 
 
 

Unclear 
Locations 
Text refers to the city cluster as 
most appropriate area (refer to 
policy S12, paragraph 6.5.4 
onwards)  
Mapped areas inappropriate to 
tall buildings (refer to Figure 21) 

No  Unclear 
Text (refer to policy S12 
including supporting 
paragraphs) 
Mapped areas 
inappropriate to tall 
buildings (refer to 
Figure 21) 

 https://www.cityoflondon.go
v.uk/services/planning/plann
ing-policy/local-plan-review-
draft-city-plan-2036 
 
 

No 

Croydon  Croydon Local Plan 2018 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 6.9): 
A tall building is one that is 
significantly taller 
than most of the 
surrounding buildings or in 
excess of six storeys or 
25m. 
 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to policy SP4). 
Policy DM15 
They (i.e. Tall Buildings) are 
located in areas identified for 
such buildings in Policies DM34 
to DM49; 
Mapped (refer to e.g. Figure 
11.6). 
 
Understanding of local character 
underpins Local Plan.  

No  Yes  
Refer to Policy SP4.5 

Policies map Croydon Housing Typologies 
report (2010) contains 
detailed analysis of tall 
buildings including maps that 
identify existing and 
potential locations.  
 

Yes 

Croydon  Croydon Opportunity Area 
Planning Framework, 2013 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to 
Chapters 5-9 para 6.27): 
A tall building is a building 
that is 6-storeys (25 metres) 
or which is significantly 
taller than its surrounding 
buildings. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to Chapter 4, Section 
Chapter 5-9 refer to Chapter 6) 
Mapped (refer e.g. Figure 4.6 
(Chap 4), Figure 6.4 (Chap 5-9)) 

Yes  
 
Heights (refer to Chapter 6) 
 

Unclear  
 
Identifies different 
areas of sensitivity to 
tall building 
development (refer to 
Chapter 6 6.26 
onwards) 

  Yes 

Ealing  Development (Core) 
Strategy 2026, 2012 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 
Glossary): 
Buildings which are 
substantially taller than 
their neighbours and/or 
which significantly change 
the skyline. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Text but only generally rather 
than specific locations (refer to 
1.2) 
 
Evidence base – character study 
which references London Plan 
requirements (see link to right)  

No  No  Ealing Character Study and 
Housing Design Guidance, 
Stage A1 report 
,17(5,0DRAFT, 2020 
 
  

Yes 

Ealing  Development Management 
Development Plan 
Document, 2013 
Yes (All) 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

No  
Locations  
Text – E7.7.2 The specific 
locations identified as suitable 
for tall buildings will be 

No No   Yes 

https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Services-Environment/proposed-submission-draft-city-plan-2036.pdf
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Services-Environment/proposed-submission-draft-city-plan-2036.pdf
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/planning/planning-policy/local-plan-review-draft-city-plan-2036
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/planning/planning-policy/local-plan-review-draft-city-plan-2036
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/planning/planning-policy/local-plan-review-draft-city-plan-2036
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/planning/planning-policy/local-plan-review-draft-city-plan-2036
https://new.croydon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Planning/Regeneration/Croydon_Local_Plan_2018.pdf
https://new.croydon.gov.uk/planning-and-regeneration/planning/planning-policy/croydons-development-plan/local-plan-2018
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/articles/downloads/Croydon%20Housing%20Typologies%20-%20Full%20report%20%28i%29.pdf
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/articles/downloads/Croydon%20Housing%20Typologies%20-%20Full%20report%20%28i%29.pdf
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/articles/downloads/Croydon%20Housing%20Typologies%20-%20Full%20report%20(iii).pdf
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/articles/downloads/Croydon%20Housing%20Typologies%20-%20Full%20report%20(iii).pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/implementing-london-plan/opportunity-areas/opportunity-areas/croydon-opportunity
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/implementing-london-plan/opportunity-areas/opportunity-areas/croydon-opportunity
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/downloads/download/1322/adoption_of_the_development_or_core_strategy
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/downloads/download/1322/adoption_of_the_development_or_core_strategy
https://ealingmatters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/200722-Appendix-D-Ealing-Character-Study-copy.pdf
https://ealingmatters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/200722-Appendix-D-Ealing-Character-Study-copy.pdf
https://ealingmatters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/200722-Appendix-D-Ealing-Character-Study-copy.pdf
https://ealingmatters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/200722-Appendix-D-Ealing-Character-Study-copy.pdf
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201164/local_plans/1511/development_management_dpd/1
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201164/local_plans/1511/development_management_dpd/1
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201164/local_plans/1511/development_management_dpd/1
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Definition (refer to policy 
7.7 H): 
Tall buildings are defined as 
those that are substantially 
taller than their neighbours 
and/or which significantly 
change the skyline. 

designated through the 
Development Sites DPD and also 
through Supplementary 
Planning Documents/Area 
Action Plans.  

Ealing Development Sites DPD, 
2013 
No Definition  

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes but process unclear 
Locations  
Text and mapped (refer to 
specific sites for detail as to 
whether location is considered 
appropriate). 

No  No    Yes 

Ealing Old Oak and Park Royal 
OAPF, 2015 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Unclear   
Locations 
Text (refer to principle PR5) 
Mapped – potential areas for 
regeneration, unclear if includes 
tall buildings (refer to Figure 
54). 

No  No   Yes 

Ealing Southall Opportunity Area 
Planning Framework, 2014 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to 3.30):  
Taller buildings of over 10 
storeys 

Yes (Numeric) Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to Chapter 3 
Strategic Principles para 3.30) 
 
Underpinned by Character Study  

Yes  
Heights (refer to 3.27 
onwards) 
 

No   Southall Characterisation 
Study 2013  

Yes 

Enfield  The Enfield Plan Core 
Strategy 2010-2015, 2010  
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to Core policy 30)  
 
Underpinned by evidence base 
report on tall buildings (see link 
to at right) 

No  No  New Southgate Masterplan 
SPD (2011) 

Evidence Base - Report on 
Location of tall Buildings and 
Important Local Views in 
Enfield, 2013  
 
Definition (refer to 1.1): 
Tall and large buildings are 
those that are substantially 
taller than their 
surroundings, cause a 
significant change to the 
skyline or are larger than the 
threshold sizes set for the 
referral of planning 
applications to the Mayor 

Yes 

Enfield  Development Management 
Document, 2014 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 6.4.1): 
Tall and large buildings are 
those that are substantially 
taller than their 
surroundings, cause a 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Unclear 
Locations  
Text (refer to 6.4 DMD43)  
Identifies areas inappropriate 
for tall buildings. 
Refers to existing tall buildings 
that are inappropriate for their 
context  

No  Unclear 
 
Does specify that tall 
buildings will not be 
acceptable in areas 
classified as 
inappropriate (refer to 
6.4 DMD 43) 

 Evidence Base - Report on 
Location of tall Buildings and 
Important Local Views in 
Enfield, 2013  
 

Yes 

https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201164/local_plans/1491/development_sites_dpd
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201164/local_plans/1491/development_sites_dpd
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/oapf_for_web.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/oapf_for_web.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/implementing-london-plan/opportunity-areas/opportunity-areas/southall
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/implementing-london-plan/opportunity-areas/opportunity-areas/southall
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Draft%20Characterisation%20Study%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Draft%20Characterisation%20Study%20(1).pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/planning-policy-information-adopted-core-strategy.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/planning-policy-information-adopted-core-strategy.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/improving-enfield/neighbourhood-regeneration-information-new-southgate-masterplan-2011.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/improving-enfield/neighbourhood-regeneration-information-new-southgate-masterplan-2011.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/adopted-plans/planning-policy-information-report-on-location-of-tall-buildings-march-2013.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/adopted-plans/planning-policy-information-report-on-location-of-tall-buildings-march-2013.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/adopted-plans/planning-policy-information-report-on-location-of-tall-buildings-march-2013.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/adopted-plans/planning-policy-information-report-on-location-of-tall-buildings-march-2013.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/dmd-adopted-planning.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/dmd-adopted-planning.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/adopted-plans/planning-policy-information-report-on-location-of-tall-buildings-march-2013.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/adopted-plans/planning-policy-information-report-on-location-of-tall-buildings-march-2013.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/adopted-plans/planning-policy-information-report-on-location-of-tall-buildings-march-2013.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/adopted-plans/planning-policy-information-report-on-location-of-tall-buildings-march-2013.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

significant change to the 
skyline or are larger than 
the threshold sizes set for 
the referral of planning 
applications to the Mayor 

 
Mapped – existing tall buildings 
and assessment of 
appropriateness (refer to 
Appendix 15) 

 
Refer to 6.4 for how 
applications are to be 
assessed.  

Enfield  North Circular Area Action 
Plan, 2014   
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/
services/planning/area-
action-plans/#3 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to Section 3.4 NC 
policy 7) 
Mapped - opportunity sites but 
not directly identifying tall 
building locations (e.g. refer to 
Figure 13) 
 
Underpinned by evidence base 
work (refer to Core Strategy 
above). 

No  Yes  
Refer to Section 3.4 NC 
Policy 7  
 

  Yes 

Enfield  Emerging new Local Plan  
Enfield Towards a New 
Local Plan 2036 Issues and 
Options (Reg 18), 2018 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to D2 a)): 
Tall buildings are defined as 
substantially taller than 
their surroundings 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

No  
Planned to be identified in later 
version (refer to 4.3.3)  

N/A N/A   Yes 

Greenwich  Local Plan: Core Strategy 
with detailed policies, 2014  
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 4.4.16): 
A tall building is defined as 
any building, including all 
types of structures such as 
masts, pylons, chimneys 
etc, which is noticeably 
taller than its surroundings, 
has a significant impact on 
the skyline or is larger than 
the threshold size set for 
the referral of planning 
application to the Mayor. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to policy DH2)  
Mapped (refer to Figure 2) 
 
Underpinned by Tall Buildings 
Assessment (see link to right). 

No  Yes  
Refer to Policy DH2 
 

Sites Allocations Local Plan 
(currently being prepared) 

Tall Buildings Assessment, 
2011 

Yes 

Hackney  Hackney Local Plan 2033, 
2020 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
LP1 5.8) 
Taller buildings are defined 
as any building or structure 
which is taller than its 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to policy LP1 (b), 
paragraph 5.9, 13. Site 
allocations) 
Mapped (refer to individual 13. 
Site allocations) 
 

Yes  
Heights (refer to 13. Site 
allocations). 
Vary dependent on site, 
Each site allocation mapped 
(broader areas not specific 
locations) 

No  
 
Refer to policy LP1 part 
C – criteria for 
assessment.  
 
Paragraph 5.7 Council 
will use the key 

Policies Map Characterisation Study, 2018  
Locations (refer to 5.3) 
 
Definition (refer to 5.82 
onwards) 
Tall Buildings – 9-15 storeys  
Very tall Buildings/Towers – 
16+ storeys  

No 

https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/adopted-plans/planning-policy-information-north-circular-area-action-plan-october-2014.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/adopted-plans/planning-policy-information-north-circular-area-action-plan-october-2014.pdf
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/area-action-plans/#3
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/area-action-plans/#3
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/area-action-plans/#3
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/emerging-plans/
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/emerging-plans/
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/planning/emerging-plans/
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/downloads/download/718/core_strategy_with_detailed_policies
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/downloads/download/718/core_strategy_with_detailed_policies
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/downloads/download/747/site_allocations_documents
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Tall_Buildings_Assessment.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Tall_Buildings_Assessment.pdf
https://hackney.gov.uk/lp33
https://hackney.gov.uk/lp33
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dBSF9A9SnxDONQKYsIr5ustmiecaMogV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iHOc7NyJd9Gf2YzrLhlHhuTab9OpL-H7/view
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

neighbours (50% taller than 
the prevailing building 
height) or which 
significantly changes the 
skyline or is 30 metres or 
more in height. 
 
Also defines ‘Very tall 
buildings’ - of 30 metres or 
more in height (refer to 5.9) 
 

Underpinned by 
Characterisation Study and tall 
building study (see link to the 
right). 

considerations in the 
Characterisation Study 
to assess the sensitivity 
of an individual site or 
building for the 
location of a tall 
building.  

 
Height (refer to 5.8.8, Figure 
121) 
Indicative prevailing building 
heights mapped, with caveat 
that ‘a general guide and to 
reflect the sensitivity of local 
prevailing heights, a proposal 
for a building 50% taller than 
the prevailing heights would 
be considered tall in its local 
context.’ 
 
Hackney Tall Building 
Strategy (2005) - Study is in 4 
parts:Hackney tall building 
strategy – phase 1 – baseline 
studies 

• Hackney tall building strategy 
– phase 2 – urban analysis 
and conclusion 

• Hackney tall building strategy 
– phase 3 – detailed area 
studies 

• Hackney tall building strategy 
– phase 4 – tall buildings 
design guidance and 
application checklist 

Hammersmit
h and 
Fulham  

Local Plan, 2018 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 
glossary): 
Tall Buildings are those that 
are substantially taller than 
their surroundings, cause a 
significant change to the 
skyline or are larger than 
the threshold sizes set for 
the referral of planning 
applications to the Mayor. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations 
Text (refer to policy DC3 and 
text throughout) 
 
Mapped (e.g. refer to Figure 4) 
 
Underpinned by background 
paper on tall buildings (refer to 
link at right).  

No  No  
 
Refer to policy DC3 
 
Refer to individual 
strategic site policies 
e.g. HR2, FRA1para 
5.93 

 Proposed submission Local 
Plan - Background paper; Tall 
Buildings, 2016  
Locations - 
Text generally  
*more detail provided about 
areas considered unsuitable 
for tall buildings  
 
Definition (refer to 3.0): 
‘those that are substantially 
taller than their neighbours 
and/or which significantly 
change the skyline’ 

Yes 

Haringey  Local Plan: Strategic Policies 
2013 (with alterations 
2017) 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to policy SP11) 
 

No  No   Haringey Potential tall 
buildings locations 
validations study, 2015  
Locations  
Text (refer to 3.4 onwards) 

Yes 

https://hackney.gov.uk/cs-evidence-base#s7
https://hackney.gov.uk/cs-evidence-base#s7
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ii27nRus0OxYOmldU3SguUGt_ydoqPOJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ii27nRus0OxYOmldU3SguUGt_ydoqPOJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ii27nRus0OxYOmldU3SguUGt_ydoqPOJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Hhe24uC9Qzdk8qUyzyRxGt0m9DK9CQC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Hhe24uC9Qzdk8qUyzyRxGt0m9DK9CQC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Hhe24uC9Qzdk8qUyzyRxGt0m9DK9CQC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H4EqDYDEYP91c6phQNfD3fjbudX_Z_fq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H4EqDYDEYP91c6phQNfD3fjbudX_Z_fq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H4EqDYDEYP91c6phQNfD3fjbudX_Z_fq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IRKVRxEhXMzP4zjynNZUc8ECPWYJturj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IRKVRxEhXMzP4zjynNZUc8ECPWYJturj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IRKVRxEhXMzP4zjynNZUc8ECPWYJturj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IRKVRxEhXMzP4zjynNZUc8ECPWYJturj/view?usp=sharing
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/sites/default/files/section_attachments/local_plan_2018_web_version.pdf
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/sites/default/files/section_attachments/tall_buildings_background_paper_2016_0.pdf
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/sites/default/files/section_attachments/tall_buildings_background_paper_2016_0.pdf
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/sites/default/files/section_attachments/tall_buildings_background_paper_2016_0.pdf
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/final_haringey_local_plan_2017_online.pdf
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/final_haringey_local_plan_2017_online.pdf
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/final_haringey_local_plan_2017_online.pdf
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/151110-403-05618-00001-validations-r-sh-finaldraft-issue.pdf
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/151110-403-05618-00001-validations-r-sh-finaldraft-issue.pdf
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/151110-403-05618-00001-validations-r-sh-finaldraft-issue.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Underpinned by tall building 
study (refer to link at right).  

Mapped (refer to Drawing 1) 
 
Definition (refer to policy 
SP11- 6.1.16): 
Tall and Large Buildings as 
those which are substantially 
taller than their neighbours, 
have a significant impact on 
the skyline, or are of 10 
storeys and over or are 
otherwise larger than the 
threshold sizes set for 
referral to the Mayor of 
London, as set out in the 
London Plan. 

Haringey  Development Management 
Policies, 2017  
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 2.39): 
Tall buildings are defined in 
the Strategic Policies Local 
Plan as being buildings 10 
storeys and over. Taller 
buildings are not Tall 
buildings. 

Yes (Numeric) Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to policy DM6) 
Mapped (refer to figure 2.2)  
 
Underpinned by tall building 
study (see above). 

No  Yes  
 
Refer to policy DM6 
part C  

Council planning on 
developing a Tall Buildings 
and Views Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) 
(refer to para 2.38) 

 Yes 

Haringey  Site Allocations DPD, 2017 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to 
Appendix C: Glossary of 
Terms): 
Tall and Large Buildings as 
those which are 
substantially taller than 
their neighbours, have a 
significant impact on the 
skyline, are of 10 storeys 
and over or are otherwise 
larger than the threshold 
sizes set for referral to the 
Mayor of London.  

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (for different sites e.g. 2.9)  
Mapped (for different sites e.g. 
figure 2.3) 
 
Underpinned by tall building 
study (see above). 

No  
 

No 
 
 

  Yes 

Haringey  Tottenham Area Action 
Plan, 2017 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to 
Appendix D: Glossary): 
Tall and Large Buildings as 
those which are 
substantially taller than 
their neighbours, have a 

Yes (Numeric) Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to policy AAP6)  
Mapped (refer to Figure 4.2) 
 

Yes  
Heights (Refer Part 5) 
 

No   Yes 

https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/final_haringey_dmp_dtp_online.pdf
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/final_haringey_dmp_dtp_online.pdf
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/final_haringey_site_allocations_dtp_online.pdf
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/final_haringey_tottenham_aap_dtp_online.pdf
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/final_haringey_tottenham_aap_dtp_online.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

significant impact on the 
skyline, are of 10 storeys 
and over or are otherwise 
larger than the threshold 
sizes set for referral to the 
Mayor of London.  

Haringey  Emerging new Local Plan 
Currently at First Steps 
Engagement. 
No Definition  

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

No No No   No 

Harrow  Harrow Local Plan Core 
Strategy, 2012 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 
footnote 23 within 
paragraph 5.15) 
‘landmark’ buildings 
identified as ‘any building at 
or over 30m high.’ 

Yes (Numeric)  
 
*Note: Assume that 
‘landmark’ building is 
the equivalent of a tall 
building 

No  No No Residential Design Guide 
SPD 
Definition (refer to 4.17): 
Tall buildings, defined as 
those with a height that 
significantly exceeds that of 
surrounding development 

 Yes 

Harrow  Harrow Council 
Development Management 
Policies, 2013 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

No No No   Yes 

Harrow  Harrow Council Site 
Allocations, 2013 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

No  No No   Yes 

Harrow  Harrow and Wealdstone 
Area Action Plan, 2013 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to 
Glossary): 
Tall Buildings  
As defined in the Harrow 
Core Strategy, a ‘tall’ 
building is any building at or 
over 30 metres hight 
 
Landmark Building  
A tall building that helps to 
orientate and identify 
locations of public 
importance such as 
strategic community and 
civic uses, major public 
transport interchanges or 
areas of important public 
urban realm that provide 
relief from the street 
environment and 

Yes (Numeric)  Yes  
Locations 
Refer to Section 5 specific sites  

Yes  
Refer to Section 5  
e.g. Site 17 

Yes  
Refer to Policy AAP6, 
see parts F and G. 

  Yes 

https://www.haringey.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning/planning-policy/new-local-plan-first-steps-engagement
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/downloads/file/26426/local-plan-core-strategy
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/downloads/file/26426/local-plan-core-strategy
https://www2.harrow.gov.uk/documents/s72388/Residential%20Design%20Guide%20SPD.pdf
https://www2.harrow.gov.uk/documents/s72388/Residential%20Design%20Guide%20SPD.pdf
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/planning-developments/development-management-policies
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/planning-developments/development-management-policies
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/planning-developments/development-management-policies
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/planning-developments/site-allocations-local-plan
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/planning-developments/site-allocations-local-plan
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/planning-developments/harrow-wealdstone-area-action-plan
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/planning-developments/harrow-wealdstone-area-action-plan
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

opportunity to pause and 
relax. 

Havering  Core Strategy and 
Development Control 
Policies DPD, 2008 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
DC66): 
Buildings or structures of 6 
storeys or greater, or above 
18 metres in height above 
ground level 

Yes (Numeric)  Yes but process unclear 
Locations  
Text (refer to policy DC66 and 
Romford Town Centre AAP) 
 

No  No  
Refer to policy DC66 for 
detail  

Havering Residential Design 
SPD, 2010 
Definition (refer to 5.13): 
Buildings or structures of 6 
storeys or greater, or above 
18 metres in height above 
ground level. 
 
Additional note Paragraph 
5.15: clarifying that tall 
buildings are not always 
necessary to achieve high 
density development and 
therefore even in approved 
locations tall buildings will 
only be acceptable where 
there is a clear reason to 
have one 

 Yes 

Havering  Romford Area Action Plan, 
2008 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to ROM19 
pg91):  
6 storeys or greater, or over 
18 metres above ground 
level 

Yes (Numeric) Yes but process unclear 
Locations 
Text (refer to ROM19 page 91).  
 

No  No    Yes 

Havering  Emerging Local Plan – local 
plan examination 
Havering Local Plan 2016 -
2031 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes but process unclear 
Locations  
Text (refer to Part 6) 
 

No  No    No 

Hillingdon  Local Plan Part 1: Strategic 
Policies, 2012 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 7.12): 
substantially taller than its 
neighbours or significantly 
changes the skyline 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to 7.13; policy (BE1 
(11)). 
 
Underpinned by 
Characterisation Study (refer to 
link at right).  

No  Yes  
 
Refer to 7.13; policy 
BE1 part 11 

 Hillingdon Characterisation 
study (2013) 
Locations 
Text (refer to section 5, 
Conclusions) 
Mapped (refer to figure 47) 
 
Definition -but caveated 
(refer to section 5): 
Any building greater than 4 
storeys in height – noted that 
there may be exceptions 
where prevailing built form 
includes buildings taller than 
this. 
 

Yes 

https://www.havering.gov.uk/info/20034/planning/183/planning_policy/2
https://www.havering.gov.uk/info/20034/planning/183/planning_policy/2
https://www.havering.gov.uk/info/20034/planning/183/planning_policy/2
https://www.havering.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/1579/residential_design_2010.pdf
https://www.havering.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/1579/residential_design_2010.pdf
https://www.havering.gov.uk/downloads/file/1633/romford_area_action_plan
https://www.havering.gov.uk/downloads/file/1633/romford_area_action_plan
https://www.havering.gov.uk/downloads/20142/local_plan
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/local-plan
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/local-plan
https://www.ecbproject.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/Townscape_Character_Study_on_web_low_res.pdf
https://www.ecbproject.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/Townscape_Character_Study_on_web_low_res.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Heights (refer to Section 5) 
Much of the borough 
covered by Airport related 
height restrictions (refer to 
Figure 46) 

Hillingdon  Local Plan Part 2: 
Development Management 
Policies, 2020 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to policy DMBH 10) 
 
Underpinned by 
Characterisation Study (see 
above). 

No  No    No 

Hillingdon  Local Plan Part 2: Site 
Allocations and 
Designations, 2020 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to policy SA 5) 
Mapped (refer to site SA 5 as 
above) 
 
Underpinned by 
Characterisation Study (see 
above). 

No No    No 

Hounslow  Hounslow Local Plan 2015 
to 2030, 2015 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
CC3 6.9) 
Over 20 metres or 
significantly taller than 
surrounding townscape or 
recognisably changes the 
skyline 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text and mapped  
(refer to individual areas) 
 
Underpinned by 
Characterisation Study (see link 
at right). 

Yes  
Heights (refer to policy 
CC3) 

No  
 
Refer to the criteria of 
policy CC3 

 Hounslow Urban Context and 
Character Study, 2014 
Locations 
Text and mapped  
(refer to individual areas) 

Yes 

Islington  Islington’s Core Strategy, 
2011 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy  
CS9) 
Tall buildings (above 30m 
high) are generally 
inappropriate to Islington's 
predominantly medium to 
low level character, 
therefore proposals for new 
tall buildings will not be 
supported 

Yes (Numeric) Yes but process unclear 
Locations  
Text (refer to policy  
CS 9 part E, 3.1.5, Bunhill and 
Clerkenwell Area Action Plan) 
 
Based on an evidence base 
assessment has been conducted 
to determine if there are any 
suitable locations for tall 
buildings in Islington 

No  Yes  
 
Refer to policy CS 9 
part E 

  Yes 

Islington Islington’s Local Plan: 
Development Management 
Policies, 2013 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

No  No No   Yes 

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/local-plan
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/local-plan
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/local-plan
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/local-plan
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/local-plan
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/local-plan
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/LPP2_Policies_Map_-_ADOPTION_VERSION%20(1).pdf
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20167/local_plan/1108/local_plan
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20167/local_plan/1108/local_plan
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20034/planning_policy/1097/urban_context_and_character_study
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20034/planning_policy/1097/urban_context_and_character_study
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/Sharepoint%20Lists/Public%20Records/Planningandbuildingcontrol/Publicity/Publicnotices/20192020/20190821CoreStrategyadoptedFebruary2011
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/Sharepoint%20Lists/Public%20Records/Planningandbuildingcontrol/Publicity/Publicnotices/20192020/20190821CoreStrategyadoptedFebruary2011
https://www.islington.gov.uk/~/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicnotices/20192020/20190821developmentmanagementpoliciesadoptedjune20131.pdf
https://www.islington.gov.uk/~/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicnotices/20192020/20190821developmentmanagementpoliciesadoptedjune20131.pdf
https://www.islington.gov.uk/~/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicnotices/20192020/20190821developmentmanagementpoliciesadoptedjune20131.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Islington Finsbury Local Plan Area 
Action Plan for Bunhill & 
Clerkenwell, 2013 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to policy 
BC9) 
A. Within the area covered 
by this plan, tall buildings 
are considered to be 
buildings or structures that 
are substantially taller than 
their neighbours and/or 
which significantly change 
the skyline.  
 
 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes but process unclear  
Locations  
Text and map (refer to policy 
BC9 and figure 1 (Figure 17 from 
Local Plan)). 

Unclear 
 
Policy BC9  
B. Buildings of 30 metres in 
height or more may be 
appropriate only within the 
areas indicated on Figure 
17. These areas include sites 
identified in Policy BC2 (City 
Road Basin) and Policy BC3 
(Old Street), as well as an 
area adjacent to the City of 
London boundary at 
Moorgate.  
 
C. Elsewhere, building 
heights must respond to the 
local context, particularly 
those contextual factors 
indicated on Figure 17. 

Unclear  
 
Buildings of over 30m 
restricted to locations 
indicated on Figure 17 
and policy BC 9 part B.  
 
Elsewhere – refer to 
policy BC9 for 
requirements  

 Urban design study for the 
Bunhill and Clerkenwell Area 
Action Plan?  
 
*can’t locate?  

Yes 

Islington  Review of Local Plan 
(examination) 
 
Strategic and Development 
Management Policies, 2019 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 
Appendix 9 Glossary) 
Buildings of more than 30 
metres, or those that are 
more than twice the 
contextual reference height 
of surrounding context 
(whichever is the lesser) 
 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to Section 2 Area 
Spatial Strategies – locations set 
out in individual policies e.g. 
Policies SP2, SP5, SP7 
 
Mapped (refer to Figures 2.6, 
2.7, 2.8, 8.3). 
 
Underpinned by Tall Buildings 
Study (see links at right).  

Yes  
Heights vary across sites  
(refer to Policy DH3,  
Figure 8.3 and  
Table 8.1)  

Yes  
Refer to policy DH1part 
F, policy DH3 

 Islington Tall Buildings Study, 
2018 
Part 1 
Part 2 
Definition (refer to 4.2) 
Outside CAZ: up to 16m (5 
residential storeys) Inside 
CAZ: up to 22m (7 residential 
storeys) 
 
Locations  
Text and mapped (refer to 
Part 1 figure 5.5 and e.g. Part 
2 figure 6.7) 
 
Heights (refer to Section 4) 
Very detailed height analysis 
 
Local Plan topic paper Tall 
Buildings, 2020 
Topic paper proposing to 
introduce a new tall building 
policy (Development 
Management Policy DH3 
Building Heights) based on 
the 2018 Tall Buildings Study.   
 
Identifies 22 sites across the 
borough which are 

Similar 
timescales 

https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicnotices/20192020/20190821finsburylocalplanadoptedjune2013.pdf
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicnotices/20192020/20190821finsburylocalplanadoptedjune2013.pdf
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicnotices/20192020/20190821finsburylocalplanadoptedjune2013.pdf
https://www.islington.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/local_plan_review/local-plan-examination
https://www.islington.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/local_plan_review/local-plan-examination
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicconsultation/20192020/20190904localplanstrategicanddmpoliciesdpdproposedsubmissionregulation19.pdf?la=en&hash=FF3732C05A253BDA47D04FB825CCD3730779D15A&hash=FF3732C05A253BDA47D04FB825CCD3730779D15A
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicconsultation/20192020/20190904localplanstrategicanddmpoliciesdpdproposedsubmissionregulation19.pdf?la=en&hash=FF3732C05A253BDA47D04FB825CCD3730779D15A&hash=FF3732C05A253BDA47D04FB825CCD3730779D15A
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicnotices/20182019/20181121islingtontallbuildingsstudypart1.pdf?la=en&hash=E64CA07485F195CD3200553F225263036BB8929B
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicnotices/20182019/20181121islingtontallbuildingsstudypart2.pdf?la=en&hash=281935CF720FEED6C14BD122B52D2AF8E531A226
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicconsultation/20192020/20200212sd28tallbuildingstopicpaper.pdf
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/planningandbuildingcontrol/publicity/publicconsultation/20192020/20200212sd28tallbuildingstopicpaper.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

potentially suitable for tall 
buildings 

Kensington 
and Chelsea 

Local Plan, 2019 
Yes (All) 
Definition  
Different types of tall 
buildings identified and 
defined - 
 
Local Landmarks (refer to 
22.3.101): 
Local landmarks are 
occasional features in the 
borough that define points 
of townscape interest or 
public functions relevant to 
those living or working 
within the immediate areas. 
A local landmark does not 
have to distinguish itself by 
its height…Where they do, 
they will tend not to be 
more than one and a half 
times higher than the 
surrounding buildings. 
 
District Landmarks (refer to 
22.3.102): 
District landmarks are 
significantly taller than the 
surrounding townscape… 
These are characteristically 
up to four times higher than 
the surrounding buildings. 
 
Very tall buildings (refer to 
22.3.104): 
Very tall buildings, more 
than four times the height 
of their context 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 
 
  

No  No No Building Height SPD, 2010 
Definition (refer to 1.4 and 
Conclusion) 
Tall buildings are 1½ times 
or more the height of their 
context 
 
Earl’s Court and West 
Kensington Opportunity 
Area Joint SPD, 2012 
Definition (refer to 1.4) 
For the purposes of 
applying this guidance tall 
buildings are 1½ times or 
more the height of their 
context. 
 
SPD goes into further detail 
to define three types of tall 
building (refer to Part 3). 
 
Locations 
Text (refer to Part 3 
Building Heights and 
Typologies) 
 
Note: 
Graphic (on first page of 
section) used to explain 
how the concept of ‘tall’ is 
relative to context. 
 
The borough sets out the 
premise that the entire 
local area is generally not 
appropriate for tall building 
developments. However 
where one may be 
countenanced it should not 
be more than 1 ½ and 4 
times the prevailing 
building scale (dependent 
on the context).     
 
Heythrop College SPD 
(2016) 
Locations  

 
 

Similar 
timescales 

https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Local%20plan%202019%20%28full%20document%29.pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/supplementary-planning/building-height-supplementary
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/wamdocs/ECWKOA_Joint_SPD_March_2012_web_version.pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/wamdocs/ECWKOA_Joint_SPD_March_2012_web_version.pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/wamdocs/ECWKOA_Joint_SPD_March_2012_web_version.pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/wamdocs/3%20Building%20Heights%20%26%20Typologies%20%5B16-20%5D.pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/wamdocs/3%20Building%20Heights%20%26%20Typologies%20%5B16-20%5D.pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/wamdocs/3%20Building%20Heights%20%26%20Typologies%20%5B16-20%5D.pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/wamdocs/3%20Building%20Heights%20%26%20Typologies%20%5B16-20%5D.pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Heythrop_SPD__May_2016__low_res.pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Heythrop_SPD__May_2016__low_res.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Mapped (refer to Indicative 
site layout) 
 
Heights (refer to Indicative 
site layout, pg 11) 
Range from <3 to <9 
storeys. 

Kingston 
upon 
Thames 

Royal Borough Kingston 
Core Strategy, 2012 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes but process unclear  
Locations 
Text (refer to Policy CS 8)  
Tall buildings may be 
appropriate in the Borough’s 
town centres; however, some 
parts of these areas will be 
inappropriate or too sensitive 
for such buildings. 

No  No  
 
Refer to Policy CS 8: 
 
Relevant SPDs will 
provide further 
guidance on this matter 
and the Council will 
determine applications 
for such development 
on the basis of the 
criteria in the English 
Heritage/CABE 
Guidance on Tall 
Buildings (July 2007) 
and the London Plan. 

  Yes 

Kingston 
upon 
Thames 

Emerging new Local Plan 
Kingston Local Plan 2019-
2041 
Local Plan early 
Engagement (Regulation 
18) Draft, 2019 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

No No No  The Royal Borough of 
Kingston Upon Thames Views 
Study Report, 2018  

No 

Lambeth Local Plan, 2015 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
Q26 10.113): 
Tall and large buildings are 
those that are substantially 
taller than their 
surroundings, cause a 
significant change to the 
skyline or are larger than 
the threshold sizes set for 
the referral of planning 
applications to the Mayor.   

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to (policy Q26)) 
Mapped - areas of sensitivity to 
and inappropriate to tall 
buildings and (refer to Annex 
11). 
 
Underpinned by evidence base 
documents (multiple) refer to 
links at right. 

No  No  
 
*Note; Sensitive and 
Inappropriate areas for 
tall buildings identified 
(refer to Annex 11) 
 
All tall Building 
proposals required to 
meet requirements of 
policy Q26 

Brixton SPD, 2013 
Locations 
Text (refer to 4.1.2)  
 
Heights (refer to 4.1.2): 
Tall building development 
on suitable sites, to a 
height of 10 storeys, is 
likely to have a neutral 
impact on Brixton’s 
heritage assets (and their 
settings). Development 
between 10 and 15 storeys 
will be visible from within 
the conservation area and 
has the potential to have 
an adverse impact. 
Development in excess of 
15 storeys is likely to have 

Vauxhall & Albert 
Embankment Tall Buildings 
Assessment, 2018 
Locations 
Text and mapped (refer to 
Appendix 7). 
 
Heights  
Varies 80m – 150m 
depending on location. 
 
 
 
Brixton Tall Building Heights 
Study, 2018 
Locations  
Text (refer to 3.4) 
Mapped (refer to Appendix 
4). 

Yes 

https://www.kingston.gov.uk/downloads/file/36/core-strategy
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/downloads/file/36/core-strategy
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/new-local-plan
https://moderngov.kingston.gov.uk/documents/s83428/Late%20Material%20-%20Draft%20Early%20Engagement%20on%20the%20Local%20Plan%20-%20Annex%201.pdf
https://moderngov.kingston.gov.uk/documents/s83428/Late%20Material%20-%20Draft%20Early%20Engagement%20on%20the%20Local%20Plan%20-%20Annex%201.pdf
https://moderngov.kingston.gov.uk/documents/s83428/Late%20Material%20-%20Draft%20Early%20Engagement%20on%20the%20Local%20Plan%20-%20Annex%201.pdf
https://moderngov.kingston.gov.uk/documents/s78500/RBK_Views_Study_Report_1_of_3.pdf
https://moderngov.kingston.gov.uk/documents/s78500/RBK_Views_Study_Report_1_of_3.pdf
https://moderngov.kingston.gov.uk/documents/s78500/RBK_Views_Study_Report_1_of_3.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl-lambeth-local-plan-2015-web.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Brixton%20SPD%20June%202013.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Vauxhall_Tall_Building_Assessment_2018.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Vauxhall_Tall_Building_Assessment_2018.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Vauxhall_Tall_Building_Assessment_2018.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Brixton_Building_Height_Study_2018.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Brixton_Building_Height_Study_2018.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

a significant adverse 
impact. 
 
Applicants proposing tall 
buildings in excess of 10 
storeys will be expected to 
prepare accurate heritage 
and townscape impact 
assessments to allow 
informed decisions to be 
made. 
 
Waterloo SPD, 2013 
Definition (refer to 3.44): 
25m by Thames, 30m 
elsewhere  
 
Locations  
Text (refer to 3.41 – 3.42) 
Map for sensitive and 
inappropriate areas (refer 
to Figure 11). 
 
Underpinned by evidence 
base documents (refer to 
Lambeth Local Plan 2015 
above).  
 
Heights 
Varies 80m – 150m 
depending on location. 
 
Vauxhall SPD, 2013 
No Definition 
 
Locations  
Text and map (refer to 4.9). 
 
Underpinned by evidence 
base documents (refer to 
Lambeth Local Plan 2015 
above).  
 

 
Heights (refer to Part 4 and 
Part 5):  
Two locations identified as 
appropriate in principle for 
tall building development. 
Height defined for each: 
Site 1 – General height of 
65m AOD  
Site 2 – Upper height of 65m 
AOD, general heights range 
from 15m AOD to 30m AOD 
to 65m AOD. 
 
Detailed height analysis 
including 3D modelling 
carried out for sites to 
identify general building 
height (refer to Part 4). 
 
Sites identified are informed 
by the Brixton SPD, 2013 
 
Appendix 1 shows a ‘Tall 
Buildings Sensitivity Map’ for 
Brixton. 
 
Lambeth Tall Buildings Study 
2014 
 
Lambeth Local 
Distinctiveness Study, 2012 

Lambeth South Bank & Waterloo 
Neighbourhood Plan 2017-
2032, 2019 
No Definition  

No  No  No  No    Similar 
timescales 

https://moderngov.lambeth.gov.uk/documents/s55291/03b%20Waterloo%20Area%20SPD.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl-vauxhall-spd-the-principles2.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/ED82%20Lambeth%20Tall%20%20Buildings%20study%20(revised%2016%20July%202014).pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/ED82%20Lambeth%20Tall%20%20Buildings%20study%20(revised%2016%20July%202014).pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/EB08_13_Lambeth_%20Local_Distinctiveness_2012.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/EB08_13_Lambeth_%20Local_Distinctiveness_2012.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_South_Bank_and_Waterloo_Neighbourhood_Development_Plan.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_South_Bank_and_Waterloo_Neighbourhood_Development_Plan.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_South_Bank_and_Waterloo_Neighbourhood_Development_Plan.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Lambeth  The Vauxhall Nine Elms 
Battersea Opportunity Area 
Planning Framework, 2012,  
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text and Mapped (refer to 
Figure 7.40) 
 
Underpinned by evidence base 
documents (refer to Lambeth 
Local Plan 2015 above).  
 

Yes  
Heights (refer to Figure 8.3, 
8.4): 
Albert Embankment - 
generally no more than 80-
90m  
 
Nine Elms and Battersea – 
up to 60 – 70m (must not 
interfere with the protected 
silhouette of the Palace of 
Westminster).  
 
OA promotes high density 
development in region of 8 
– 10 storeys.  

No    Yes 

Lambeth  Local Plan approved by 
Inspector 3 Aug 21.  
Lambeth Local Plan, 2020 
and subject to Main 
Modifications (see page 47) 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
Q26 paragraph 10.147) by 
location: 
South Lambeth (south of 
the South Circular Road) – 
above 25m 
Middle and north Lambeth 
(north of the South Circular 
Road) – above 45m  
 
 

Yes (Numeric) Yes  
Locations  
Annex 11 –  
Maps showing locations 
appropriate for tall buildings – 
Waterloo, Vauxhall and Brixton.  
 
Underpinned by evidence base 
documents (refer to links at 
right).   
 

Yes  
Heights 
General building heights 
identified – vary between 
30m AOD – 125m AOD 
depending on location/site. 
 
*Related evidence base 
work (refer to Westminster 
WHS Setting Study, 2018) 

No  
 
The tall building policy 
states that there is no 
presumption in favour 
of tall building 
development outside of 
the identified locations 
(Annex 11). However, is 
also says that should 
tall buildings be 
proposed outside the 
identified locations the 
applicant will need to 
address the 
requirements of policy 
Q26 part b as well as 
paragraphs 10.150-
10.151.  

 Tall Building Topic Paper, 
2019 
Definition (refer to Appendix 
2 – Proposed Annex 11 
maps).  
Varies dependent on site 
from 50m AOD – 150m AOD). 
 
Locations 
Text and mapped (refer to 
Appendix 2 – Proposed 
Annex 11 maps) 
 
Westminster World Heritage 
Site Setting Study, 2018 
 
Vauxhall & Albert 
Embankment Tall Buildings 
Assessment, 2018 
Locations 
Text and mapped (refer to 
Appendix 7). 
 
Heights  
Varies 80m – 150m 
depending on location. 
 
Brixton Tall Building Heights 
Study, 2018 
Locations  
Text (refer to 3.4) 
Mapped (refer to Appendix 
4). 

No 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/implementing-london-plan/opportunity-areas/opportunity-areas/vauxhall-nine-elms
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/implementing-london-plan/opportunity-areas/opportunity-areas/vauxhall-nine-elms
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/implementing-london-plan/opportunity-areas/opportunity-areas/vauxhall-nine-elms
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl-draft-revised-lambeth-local-plan-proposed-submission-version-Jan-2020.pdf
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2021-07/Lambeth%20Local%20Plan%20Main%20Mods%20Appendix%20-%20final_0.pdf
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2021-07/Lambeth%20Local%20Plan%20Main%20Mods%20Appendix%20-%20final_0.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Topic_Paper_8_Tall_Buildings_2019.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Topic_Paper_8_Tall_Buildings_2019.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Westminster_WHS_Setting_Study_2018.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Westminster_WHS_Setting_Study_2018.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Vauxhall_Tall_Building_Assessment_2018.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Vauxhall_Tall_Building_Assessment_2018.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Vauxhall_Tall_Building_Assessment_2018.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Brixton_Building_Height_Study_2018.pdf
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pl_Brixton_Building_Height_Study_2018.pdf


19 
 

Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

 
Heights (refer to Part 4 and 
Part 5):  
Two locations identified as 
appropriate in principle for 
tall building development. 
Height defined for each: 
Site 1 – General height of 
65m AOD  
Site 2 – Upper height of 65m 
AOD, general heights range 
from 15m AOD to 30m AOD 
to 65m AOD. 
 
Detailed height analysis 
including 3D modelling 
carried out for sites to 
identify general building 
height (refer to Part 4). 
 
Sites identified are informed 
by the Brixton SPD, 2013 
 
Appendix 1 shows a ‘Tall 
Buildings Sensitivity Map’ for 
Brixton. 

Lewisham  Core Strategy, 2011 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
18): 

• buildings that are 
significantly taller 
than the 
predominant height 
of buildings in the 
surrounding area 
and/or  

• buildings that have a 
notable impact on 
the skyline of the 
borough and/or 

• buildings that are 
more than 25 
metres high 
adjacent to the River 
Thames or more 
than 30 metres high 
elsewhere in the 
borough. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to policy 18)  
Mapped  
Mapped – refer to Lewisham 
Tall Buildings Study, 2012 (see 
notes). 
 
Underpinned by Tall Buildings 
Study (refer to link at right).  

No  Unclear 
 
Refer to Core Strategy 
Policy 18 1).  

 Lewisham Tall Buildings 
Study, 2010 (updated 2012)  
Definition (refer to 1.3): 

• buildings that are 
significantly taller 
than the predominant 
height of buildings in 
the surrounding area 
and/or  

• buildings that have a 
notable impact on the 
skyline of the 
borough and/or 

• buildings that are 
more than 25 metres 
high adjacent to the 
River Thames or more 
than 30 metres high 
elsewhere in the 
borough. 

 
Locations 

Yes 

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/adopted-local-plan/core-strategy/about-our-core-strategy-for-the-local-development-framework
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/TallBuildingsStudy.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/TallBuildingsStudy.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Text (refer to 1.1 and Chapter 
3, Chapter 4) 
Mapped (refer to map 1.2 
and area based sensitivity 
maps in Chapter 4). 
 

Lewisham New emerging Local Plan   
Regulation 18 – early 2021 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer QD4): 
buildings that cause a 
significant change to the 
skyline and which:  
a. Are 30 metres or more in 
height, except in the 
designated Thames Policy 
Area where they are 
buildings 25 metres or more 
in height; or  
b. Are significantly taller 
than the prevailing height 
of buildings in the 
immediate and surrounding 
area.  

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations 
Text (refer to QD4, Part 14) 
Mapped (refer to Figure 5.1) 
*Figure 5.2 Tall buildings 
sensitivity plan.  
 
Underpinned by draft tall 
Buildings Study (which is also 
underpinned itself by local 
Characterisation Study) (refer to 
links at right).  

No  No  
 
*Note: identifies tall 
building sensitivity plan 
(Figure 5.2). 

 Draft Lewisham Tall Buildings 
Study, 2021 
 
Lewisham Characterisation 
Study, 2019 

No 

London 
Legacy 
Developmen
t Corporation 

Legacy Corporation Local 
Plan, 2020 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to policy 
BN.5, Sub Areas 1 – 4): 
Those that are higher than a 
Sub Area’s prevailing or 
generally expected height 
as set out in this Plan at 
tables 10, 11, 12 and 13 
 
Table 10 – prevailing height 
20m  
Table 11 – prevailing height 
20m – 30m  
Table 12 – prevailing height 
30m 
Table 13 - prevailing height 
10m – 30m 

Tables 10 – 12: 
Yes (Numeric) 
 
Table 13: 
No (defined threshold 
lower than London 
Plan default) 

Yes but process unclear  
Locations 
Text (refer to policy BN.5) 
 
*Bromley-by-Bow SPD may be 
helpful (refer to link at right). 
 

No  No  Bromley-by-Bow SPD, 2017 
Definition (refer to 9. 
Heights and massing): 
Above 18 m. 
 
Locations 
Text (refer to 9.) 
Mapped (refer to Map 8) 
 
Tied to the LLDC Local Plan 
2015 (refer to policy BN.10) 

 No 

Merton  Merton Core Planning 
Strategy, 2011 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes  
Locations 
Text (refer to 22 Design – Policy 
14) 
 

No  No   Merton Council Tall Buildings 
background paper LDF, 2010 
Definition (refer to 1.4): 
Buildings that are 
‘substantially taller than their 
surroundings, cause a 

Yes 

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/planning/about-the-lewisham-local-plan
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/planning/about-the-lewisham-local-plan
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/DraftLewishamTallBuildingsStudy2021.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/DraftLewishamTallBuildingsStudy2021.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/CharacterisationStudy2019.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/CharacterisationStudy2019.pdf
https://www.queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk/planning-authority/planning-policy/local-plan-2020-2036
https://www.queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk/planning-authority/planning-policy/local-plan-2020-2036
https://www.queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk/-/media/lldc/planning/supplementary-planning-documents/bromley-by-bow-spd-adopted-april-2017.ashx?la=en
https://www.queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk/-/media/lldc/local-plan/adoption-july-2015/lldc_localplan_2015_interactive100dpi-(4).ashx?la=en
https://www.queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk/-/media/lldc/local-plan/adoption-july-2015/lldc_localplan_2015_interactive100dpi-(4).ashx?la=en
https://www.merton.gov.uk/assets/Documents/0328_merton_core_strategy_adopted.pdf
https://www.merton.gov.uk/assets/Documents/0328_merton_core_strategy_adopted.pdf
https://www.merton.gov.uk/assets/Documents/tall_buildings_background_paper_july_2010_lores.pdf
https://www.merton.gov.uk/assets/Documents/tall_buildings_background_paper_july_2010_lores.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Underpinned by Tall Buildings 
background paper (see link at 
right).  
 

significant change on the 
skyline or are larger than the 
threshold sizes set for the 
referral of planning 
applications to the Mayor’ 
 
Locations  
Text (refer to Chapter 4),  
Mapped (refer to Figure 41). 
Identified locations 
considered inappropriate for 
tall buildings (refer to 3.8.20, 
3.8.29). 
 
Heights (refer to 3.5 and 
figure 21) 
Varies across the borough 
dependent on prevailing 
height in an area 

Merton  New emerging Local Plan:  
Currently Stage 3 Draft 
Local Plan: 
https://www.merton.gov.u
k/planning-and-
buildings/planning/local-
plan/newlocalplan 
Yes  
Policy D12.6 

Yes (refers to London 
Plan definition) 

No No No   Merton’s Borough Character 
Study 

No 

Newham  Newham Local Plan, 2018  
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
SP4 2.38): 
A tall building is considered 
to be six or more storeys 
and all proposals containing 
buildings of this height 
should be assessed against 
it. 

Yes (Numeric) Yes  
Location  
Text (refer to policy SP4, 
appendix 1) 
Mapped (refer to figures 3.1, 
3.2). 
 
Underpinned by evidence base 
Tall Buildings Study (see link at 
right).  
 
 
 
 

No  No   Newham Local Plan Evidence 
Base Tall Buildings Study, 
2018 
 
Definition (refer to 6. And 
7.):  
6. A ‘tall building’ is 
considered 5 to be: any 
building of six or more 
storeys in height equivalent 
to approximately 18.6-
20.15m in height 
 
7. Newham’s policy approach 
is for three categories of tall 
building: 6 to 8 storeys; 8 to 
19 storeys; and 20 plus 
storeys. These categories are 
equivalent to: ‘midrise tall 
building’’, ‘tall building’ and 
‘very tall building’ 

Yes 

https://www.merton.gov.uk/planning-and-buildings/planning/local-plan/newlocalplan
https://www.merton.gov.uk/planning-and-buildings/planning/local-plan/newlocalplan
https://www.merton.gov.uk/planning-and-buildings/planning/local-plan/newlocalplan
https://www.merton.gov.uk/planning-and-buildings/planning/local-plan/newlocalplan
https://www.newham.gov.uk/downloads/file/1111/newham-local-plan-2018-pdf-
https://www.newham.gov.uk/downloads/file/898/tallbuildingsstudy
https://www.newham.gov.uk/downloads/file/898/tallbuildingsstudy
https://www.newham.gov.uk/downloads/file/898/tallbuildingsstudy
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Newham  Stratford Metropolitan 
Masterplan Development 
Framework, 2011 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to Chapter 
2): 
Defines tall buildings as 
types of ‘landmarks’.  

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes but process unclear 
Locations  
Text and mapped (refer to 
Chapter 2 section on Heights on 
the High Street: In Focus) 

Yes  
Heights 
Varies depending on 
location between 8 – 40 
storeys. 

No    Yes 

OPDC  OPDC draft Local Plan, 2019 
main modifications and 
submission stage 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to policy 
D5): 
Above 15 storeys or above 
a minimum of 48 metres 
above ground level. 
 

Yes (Numeric) Yes  
Locations 
Mapped (refer to Figure 3.15) 
 
Underpinned by OPDC Buildings 
Statement Local Plan Supporting 
Study, 2018 (linked at right).   
 

No  No   Key documents: 
https://www.london.gov.uk/
about-us/organisations-we-
work/old-oak-and-park-
royal-development-
corporation-opdc/get-
involved-opdc/local-
plan/submission-and-
examination/opdc-local-plan-
submission-key-documents 
 
OPDC Buildings Statement 
Local Plan Supporting Study, 
2018 
Definition (refer to Part 2) 
Above 15 storeys or above a 
minimum of 48 metres above 
ground level. 
 
Locations 
Text (refer to Part 3) 
Mapped (refer to Figure 2) 
*Sensitive locations also 
mapped (refer to figure 3) 

Similar 
timescales 

Redbridge  Redbridge Local Plan 2015 – 
2030, 2018 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
LP27) 
Tall and large buildings are 
those that are substantially 
taller than their 
surroundings, cause a 
significant change to the 
skyline, or are larger than 
the threshold sizes set for 
the referral of planning 
applications to the Mayor 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations 
Text (refer to policy LP27) 
Mapped (refer to the policies 
map) 
 
Underpinned by Tall Buildings 
Study (refer to link at right).  

No  No   Tall Buildings Study, 2017  
Locations  
Text (refer to Part 8) 
Mapped (refer to Figure 1)  
 
Heights (refer to Figure 163) 
no specific heights 
identified). 
 
Characterisation Study, 2014 
Part 1 
Part 2 
Part 3 
 

Yes 

Richmond 
Upon 
Thames 

Local Plan Review 2015-18, 
2018 
Yes (All) 

Yes (Numeric) No  No No   Borough-wide Sustainable 
Urban Development Study, 
2008 

Yes 

https://www.queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk/-/media/lldc/local-plan/local-plan-examination-documents/borough-planning-policy-documents/bpp10-stratford-metropolitan-masterplan-smm-development-framework.ashx?la=en
https://www.queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk/-/media/lldc/local-plan/local-plan-examination-documents/borough-planning-policy-documents/bpp10-stratford-metropolitan-masterplan-smm-development-framework.ashx?la=en
https://www.queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk/-/media/lldc/local-plan/local-plan-examination-documents/borough-planning-policy-documents/bpp10-stratford-metropolitan-masterplan-smm-development-framework.ashx?la=en
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/kd1_opdc_local_plan_and_appendix2018.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/old-oak-and-park-royal-development-corporation-opdc/get-involved-opdc/local-plan/submission-and-examination/opdc-local-plan-submission-key-documents
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/old-oak-and-park-royal-development-corporation-opdc/get-involved-opdc/local-plan/submission-and-examination/opdc-local-plan-submission-key-documents
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/old-oak-and-park-royal-development-corporation-opdc/get-involved-opdc/local-plan/submission-and-examination/opdc-local-plan-submission-key-documents
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/old-oak-and-park-royal-development-corporation-opdc/get-involved-opdc/local-plan/submission-and-examination/opdc-local-plan-submission-key-documents
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/old-oak-and-park-royal-development-corporation-opdc/get-involved-opdc/local-plan/submission-and-examination/opdc-local-plan-submission-key-documents
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/old-oak-and-park-royal-development-corporation-opdc/get-involved-opdc/local-plan/submission-and-examination/opdc-local-plan-submission-key-documents
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/old-oak-and-park-royal-development-corporation-opdc/get-involved-opdc/local-plan/submission-and-examination/opdc-local-plan-submission-key-documents
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/old-oak-and-park-royal-development-corporation-opdc/get-involved-opdc/local-plan/submission-and-examination/opdc-local-plan-submission-key-documents
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/old-oak-and-park-royal-development-corporation-opdc/get-involved-opdc/local-plan/submission-and-examination/opdc-local-plan-submission-key-documents
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/52._tall_buidings_statement_2018.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/52._tall_buidings_statement_2018.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/52._tall_buidings_statement_2018.pdf
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/media/4934/10-redbridgelocal-plan_070318_web-1.pdf
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/media/4934/10-redbridgelocal-plan_070318_web-1.pdf
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/media/4993/policies-map-16032018.pdf
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/media/4993/policies-map-16032018.pdf
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/media/3048/lbr-277-tall-buildings-study-2017.pdf
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/media/3060/lbr-2751-redbridge-characterisation-study-june-14-part1.pdf
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/media/3061/lbr-2752-redbridge-characterisation-study-june-14-pt2.pdf
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/media/3062/lbr-2753-redbridge-characterisation-study-june-14-pt3.pdf
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/media/15935/adopted_local_plan_interim.pdf
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/media/15935/adopted_local_plan_interim.pdf
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/media/4358/master-2.pdf
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/media/4358/master-2.pdf
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/media/4358/master-2.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Definition (refer to 
Appendix 7 - Glossary): 
Tall buildings defined as 
buildings of 18m in height 
(approximately six storeys), 
or taller, above existing 
ground level. 
 
*Also has a definition for 
‘taller’ buildings - 
Taller buildings defined as 
buildings that are 
significantly taller than their 
neighbours but less than 
18m in height (below six 
storeys)  

Definition (refer to 1.19): 
Tall buildings defined as 
buildings of 18m in height 
(approximately six storeys), 
or taller, above existing 
ground level 
 
Locations 
Text (refer to Part 5). 
Mapped refer to Key Findings 
Plan, Sieve 3a Plan, Sieve 3 
Results Plan, page 62, page 
64) 

Richmond 
Upon 
Thames 

Emerging new Local Plan  
No Definition 
 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

No No No  Urban design study No 

Southwark  Southwark Council Core 
Strategy, 2011  
Core Strategy Proposals 
Map  
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 
Strategic Policy 12 ‘Fact 
Box’): 
Higher than 30m or 25 in 
Thames Policy Area and/or 
which significantly change 
the skyline… In areas which 
have a low scale character, 
any building that is 
significantly higher than 
surrounding buildings will 
be regarded as a tall 
building even if it is lower 
than 30 metres. 
 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (Refer to Section 4 
throughout by specific areas; 
Strategic Policy 12 (4) and 
supporting text.  
 
Detail to be provided in future 
SPD/OAF). 
 
Mapped (refer to Figure 9, 
Figure 12).  
 
Underpinned by evidence base 
work (refer to links at right).  

No  No  Elephant and Castle SPD, 
2012 
Locations 
Text (refer to SPD 17, 
Section 5 Character areas). 
Mapped (refer to individual 
Character areas) 
 
Refers to general areas that 
are not appropriate for tall 
buildings as well. 
 
Heights (Refer to policy SPD 
17) 
 

Background evidence base 
associated with the Core 
Strategy: 
Core Strategy Boroughwide 
Tall Building Background 
Paper, 2010 
 
Boroughwide Tall Buildings 
Research paper, 2010 
 
Core Strategy: Bankside, 
Borough and London Bridge 
Opportunity Area : Stage 1 - 
Tall Building Research Paper 
(CDD2). 
 
 
 

Yes 

Southwark  Old Kent Road Area Action 
Plan: December 2020 draft  
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes  
Locations 
Still a draft – current status out 
for consultation (ending 5 April 
2021).  
 
Text (refer to AAP 8) 
Mapped (Figure 12) 
 

Yes  
Heights (refer to AAP 8; 
individual Sub Areas): 
Tall buildings categorised 
into three ‘tiers’ and sites 
identified 
Tier one – over 20 storeys 
Tier 2 – 16-20 storeys  
Tier 3 – up to 15 storeys.  
 

No    No 

https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/planning/planning_policy/local_plan/new_local_plan_direction_of_travel_engagement
https://haveyoursay.citizenspace.com/richmondecs/urban-21
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/1.0.2%20DL%20Core_Strategy_2011.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/1.0.2%20DL%20Core_Strategy_2011.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Core_Strategy_Proposals_map_appendix_A_-_part_2_of_2.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Core_Strategy_Proposals_map_appendix_A_-_part_2_of_2.pdf
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-transport-policy/development-plan/supplementary-planning-documents-spd/spd-by-area?chapter=4
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-transport-policy/development-plan/supplementary-planning-documents-spd/spd-by-area?chapter=4
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/1.3.5%20Core%20Strategy%20Borough%20Wide%20Tall_Building_background_paper%20March%202010%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/1.3.5%20Core%20Strategy%20Borough%20Wide%20Tall_Building_background_paper%20March%202010%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/1.3.5%20Core%20Strategy%20Borough%20Wide%20Tall_Building_background_paper%20March%202010%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/1.3.4%20Core_Strategy_Borough%20Wide_Tall_Building_Research_Paper%20March%202010.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/1.3.4%20Core_Strategy_Borough%20Wide_Tall_Building_Research_Paper%20March%202010.pdf
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-transport-policy/development-plan/area-action-plans-section/old-kent-road-aap/current-and-previous-versions-of-okr-aap
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-transport-policy/development-plan/area-action-plans-section/old-kent-road-aap/current-and-previous-versions-of-okr-aap
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Buildings not defined within 
the tiers expected to be of a 
scale 3 – 11 storeys.  

Southwark  Canada Water Area Action 
Plan, 2015 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to policy 
17): 
Tall buildings are those 
which are higher than 30 
metres (or 25 metres in the 
Thames Policy Area) and/or 
which significantly change 
the skyline. 30 metres is 
approximately the height of 
a 10 storey block of flats or 
a 7-10 storey office 
building. In areas which 
have a low scale character, 
any building that is 
significantly higher than 
surrounding buildings will 
be regarded as a tall 
building even if it is lower 
than 30 metres. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations 
Text (refer to policy 17) 
Mapped (refer to figure 9) 
 
Supporting text also talks about 
locations sensitive to tall 
buildings.  
 

Yes  
Heights  
Refer to policy 17 including 
supporting text, and figure 
9. 
 

No  
 
Tall Building proposals 
required to meet the 
requirements of policy 
17  

  Yes 

Southwark  Peckham and Nunhead 
Area Action Plan, 2014 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to policy 
26): 
 Tall buildings are those 
which are higher than 30 
metres (or 25 metres in the 
Thames Policy Area) and/or 
which significantly change 
the skyline. 30 metres is 
approximately the height of 
a 10 storey block of flats or 
a 7-10 storey office 
building. In areas which 
have a low scale character, 
any building that is 
significantly higher than 
surrounding buildings will 
be regarded as a tall 
building even if it is lower 
than 30 metres. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations 
Text (refer to policy 26 and 
Appendix C)  
Mapped (refer to Appendix C) 

Yes  
Heights (refer to Policy 26): 
Varies between areas from 
2-4 storeys to 20 storeys. 
 

No    Yes 

Southwark Aylesbury Area Action Plan, 
2010 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes  
Locations 

Yes  No    Yes 

file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Canada%20Water%20Area%20Action%20Plan%202015.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Canada%20Water%20Area%20Action%20Plan%202015.pdf
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-transport-policy/development-plan/area-action-plans-section/peckham-and-nunhead-aap
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-transport-policy/development-plan/area-action-plans-section/peckham-and-nunhead-aap
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Aylesbury%20AAP%202010.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Aylesbury%20AAP%202010.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

No Definition Text (refer to 4.4) 
Mapped (refer to Figure 10, also 
Figure A6.1) 

Heights (refer to 4.4 and 
Figure 10) 
Vary across sites from 2-4 
storeys to 10-15 storeys.   

Southwark New Emerging Local Plan 
New Southwark Plan 
Submission Version, 2020 
Yes (All)  
Definition (refer to P16 and  
Glossary): 
Tall Buildings are above 
30m except where they are 
25m in the Thames Special 
Policy Area, and also where 
they are significantly higher 
than surrounding buildings 
or their emerging context.  
 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations 
Text (refer to P16; Bankside and 
Site Allocations)  
Mapped (refer to figure 4; Site 
Allocations with individual sites 
mapped). 
 
Underpinned by Tall Buildings 
background paper (refer to link 
at right).  

Unclear  
Heights  
In some cases. 
Site Allocations identify 
potential appropriate 
heights for some locations 
e.g. NSP71: Aylesham 
Centre and Peckham Bus 
Station – up to 20 storeys;  
NSP74: Copeland Industrial 
Park and 1-27 Bournmouth 
Road, Peckham - 
opportunity for a taller 
landmark building of up to 
15 storeys towards the east 
of the site. 

No   New Southwark Plan 
Background Paper Tall 
Buildings, 2020 
 

No 

Sutton Sutton Local Plan 2016-
2031, 2018 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
28): 
“Taller buildings” 
categorised into 3 groups: 

• Mid-Rise Buildings: 
Are considered to be 
tall in the context of 
relatively low-rise 
development. In 
absolute terms, they 
are in the region of 
4 to 6 storeys (12 to 
18m). 

• Tall Buildings: Are 
significantly taller 
than the mean 
height of 
surrounding 
development and 
will have a range of 
7 to 10 storeys (21 
to 30m). 

• Very Tall Buildings: 
Are excessively taller 
than the 
surrounding built 

Yes (Numeric) Yes 
Locations 
Text (refer to Policy 3, policy 28) 
Mapped (refer to Appendix 7 
maps 7.1 and 7.2 and policies 
map) 
 
Underpinned by Tall Buildings 
Study (refer to link at right) 

Yes 
Heights (refer to Appendix 
7) 
Varies between sites as 
above – 4 to 11+ storeys. 
 

No   Sutton town centre urban 
design framework, 2009 
 
Sutton Tall Building Study, 
2008 

Yes 

https://www.southwark.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-transport-policy/development-plan/local-plan?chapter=4
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-transport-policy/new-southwark-plan?chapter=3
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-transport-policy/new-southwark-plan?chapter=3
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/EIP54%20-%20Tall%20Buildings%20Background%20paper%20(July%202020)%20%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/EIP54%20-%20Tall%20Buildings%20Background%20paper%20(July%202020)%20%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/EIP54%20-%20Tall%20Buildings%20Background%20paper%20(July%202020)%20%20(1).pdf
https://www.sutton.gov.uk/info/200464/planning_policy/1521/local_plan_adopted_2018
https://www.sutton.gov.uk/info/200464/planning_policy/1521/local_plan_adopted_2018
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HDGens8brNg2J1FZBPNrnE-8nm7HltW-/view
https://www.sutton.gov.uk/downloads/download/521/sutton_town_centre_urban_design_framework
https://www.sutton.gov.uk/downloads/download/521/sutton_town_centre_urban_design_framework
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5l397zoXtVQYVFlWlVfS0V2YlE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5l397zoXtVQYVFlWlVfS0V2YlE/view
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

form and will be 
from 11 storeys 
upwards. 

Tower 
Hamlets  

Tower Hamlets Local Plan 
2031, 2020 
 
Refer to policies part 1 
Local Plan Section 3 Policies 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 
Glossary): 
Any building that is 
significantly taller than its 
local context and/or has a 
significant impact on the 
skyline. Within the 
borough, buildings of more 
than 30 metres, or those 
which are more than twice 
the prevailing height of 
surrounding buildings 
(whichever is less) will be 
considered to be a tall 
building. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes 
Locations 
Text (refer to policy D.DH6 – in 
policies part 1) 
‘Tall Building Zones’ 
Mapped (Policies Map, Figure 
7). 
 
Underpinned by evidence base 
work including Tall Buildings 
Study (refer to links at right).  

Unclear 
 
*Only some general 
references to how 
appropriate heights should 
be considered/determined - 
refer to policy D.DH4 
paragraph 8.45 and policy 
D.DH6 including table on 
page 60, paragraphs 8.71, 
8.74. 
 
Paragraph 8.71 refers to Tall 
Building Study that should 
be read alongside policy 
D.DH6 – study includes 
detailed guidance re 
location and height of tall 
buildings.  

No  
 
Refer to policy D.DH6 
part 3 
 
Development outside 
of designated tall 
building zones will be 
supported provided 
they meet the 
requirements set out in 
that policy. 

 Tall Buildings Study, 2018 
Definition  
(refer to 5.2, table 5.1) 
 
Locations  
Text (refer to table 5.1, Part 
6) 
 
Heights (refer to individual 
sites in part 6) 
 
Aldgate Masterplan, 2007 
Locations 
Text (refer to Part 6 Tall 
Buildings page 47) 
Mapped (refer to Map 3, 
Map 4). 
 
Heights (refer to Part 6 Tall 
Buildings) 
Planning permission has 
recently been granted for a 
group of three buildings in 
the centre of Aldgate 
Gyratory, the tallest of which 
will be 22 commercial storeys 
(102 metres). Building 
heights in the remainder of 
the Masterplan area should 
decrease away from this 
central cluster of buildings. 

No 

Waltham 
Forest 

Waltham Forest Local Plan 
Core Strategy, 2012 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to Part 
CS15, 18.19) 
Ten storeys and above (26 
metres above natural 
ground level). 
 
 

Yes (Numeric) Yes 
Locations 
Text (refer to CS15 part C).  
 
Underpinned by Urban Design 
SPD (refer to link at right).  

Yes 
Heights (refer to policy IS 3) 
Set out in Appendix 1 ‘Tall 
Buildings Maps’ in the Site 
Specific Allocations 
Document 
 

Yes  
 
Policy CS15 part C sets 
out locations in which 
Tall Buildings may be 
appropriate and states 
that elsewhere within 
the Borough, tall 
buildings are 
considered 
inappropriate.  

Urban Design SPD, 2010  
 

Yes 

Waltham 
Forest 

London Borough of 
Waltham Forest 
Development Management 
Policies Local Plan, 2013   

Yes (Numeric) Yes  
Locations  

No  No    Yes 

https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/planning_and_building_control/planning_policy_guidance/Local_plan/local_plan.aspx
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/planning_and_building_control/planning_policy_guidance/Local_plan/local_plan.aspx
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Planning-and-building-control/Strategic-Planning/Local-Plan/Submission_2018/Tall_Buildings_Study_2018.pdf
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Planning-and-building-control/Strategic-Planning/Local-Plan/MonitoringAppendices.pdf
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Planning-and-building-control/Strategic-Planning/Local-Plan/Submission_2018/Tall_Buildings_Study_2018.pdf
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Planning-and-building-control/Strategic-Planning/SPDs/Aldgate/aldgate-masterplan.pdf
http://static.walthamforest.gov.uk/sp/documents/adopted-core-strategy.pdf
http://static.walthamforest.gov.uk/sp/documents/adopted-core-strategy.pdf
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/sites/default/files/urban-designfeb10.pdf
http://static.walthamforest.gov.uk/sp/Documents/DMPolicies%20Adoption%20Version%20October%202013.pdf
http://static.walthamforest.gov.uk/sp/Documents/DMPolicies%20Adoption%20Version%20October%202013.pdf
http://static.walthamforest.gov.uk/sp/Documents/DMPolicies%20Adoption%20Version%20October%202013.pdf
http://static.walthamforest.gov.uk/sp/Documents/DMPolicies%20Adoption%20Version%20October%202013.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
DM31) 
Ten storeys and above (26 
metres above natural 
ground level). 

Text refers back to Core 
Strategy policy CS15 (refer to 
policy DM31, 32.4). 
 
 
 

Waltham 
Forest 

Emerging Local Plan 
Waltham Forest local plan 
(LP1) 2020 –2035, 2020 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to Policy 
57) 
“Taller” buildings are those 
that are taller than their 
prevailing context and the 
typical shoulder heights 
proposed in a development.  
 
“Tall” buildings are 
substantially taller, making 
a significant impact on the 
skyline of the borough. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to Policy 4, Figure 
4.1, Policy 57). 
 
Underpinned by evidence base 
work Character and 
Intensification Study (refer to 
link at right). 

Yes  
Heights (refer to Policy 57 
part D, Table 14.1) 
Range between 10 – 18+ 
storeys. 
 

No  
 
Refer to Policy 57 part 
B  

 Waltham Forest Character 
and Intensification Study, 
2019 

No 

Wandsworth Wandsworth  Local Plan 
Core Strategy, 2016   
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer policy IS 3 
part d) 
Those which are 
substantially taller than the 
prevailing height of 
neighbouring buildings 
and/or which significantly 
change the skyline. 
 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to policies: PL8, PL9, 
PL11, PL12, PL13, PL14, SI 3 (d) 
 
Mapped (refer to Map 17). 
 
Underpinned by SPD and 
evidence base work including 
Tall Building focused studies 
(refer to links at right).  
 

Yes  
Heights (refer to policy IS 3) 
Set out in Appendix 1 ‘Tall 
Buildings Maps’ in the Site 
Specific Allocations 
Document 
 

Unclear  
 
Tall Buildings are likely 
to be inappropriate in 
other areas to those 
identified in policy SI 3 
d.  
 
Criteria for the 
assessment of tall 
buildings is set out in 
DMPD Policy DMS4 

Lombard Road/York Road 
Riverside Focal Point SPD, 
2015 
Definition (refer to page 
9); 
Specific to identified sites – 
between 5-9 storeys. 
 
Locations 
Text (refer to the Tall 
Buildings section on page 
9). 
Mapped (refer to map on 
page 8).  
 
* See Part 3 Sites – each 
individual site for more 
detail. 
 
Heights (refer to Map on 
page 8). 
Varies between 5-9 storeys 
(map identifies the height 
(storeys) at which a 
building would be 
considered ‘tall’ for 
different sites.  

Council's Stage 1 Urban 
Design Statement - Tall 
Buildings, 2009  
 
The Stage Two Urban Design 
Study - Tall Buildings, 2011   
 
 
 

Yes 

https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Proposed%20Submission%20Local%20Plan%20-%20LP1%2023Oct20_compress2%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Proposed%20Submission%20Local%20Plan%20-%20LP1%2023Oct20_compress2%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/sites/default/files/LBWF%20Character%20and%20Intensification%20Study%2C%202019.pdf
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/sites/default/files/LBWF%20Character%20and%20Intensification%20Study%2C%202019.pdf
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/sites/default/files/LBWF%20Character%20and%20Intensification%20Study%2C%202019.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/1934/sd_019_core_strategy__2016_.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/1934/sd_019_core_strategy__2016_.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/1626/lombard_road_york_road_riverside_focal_point_spd.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/1626/lombard_road_york_road_riverside_focal_point_spd.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/1626/lombard_road_york_road_riverside_focal_point_spd.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/1560/cd8-051_stage_one_urban_design_statement_-_tall_buildings___3.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/1560/cd8-051_stage_one_urban_design_statement_-_tall_buildings___3.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/1560/cd8-051_stage_one_urban_design_statement_-_tall_buildings___3.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/1559/stage_2_urban_design_study_tall_buildings.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/1559/stage_2_urban_design_study_tall_buildings.pdf
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Borough  Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4  Question 5 Question 6 Question 7 Question 8 

*Note part of the site 
considered inappropriate 
for tall buildings).   

Wandsworth Wandsworth Local Plan 
Development Management 
Policies Document, 2016  
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to policy DMS 4, 
Table 2.1) 
Locations (and heights) of 
inappropriate areas also 
identified (refer to table 2.1). 
Mapped (refer to policy DMS 4 
Map 1, Appendix 1 ‘Tall 
Buildings Maps’ in the Site 
Specific Allocations Document). 
 
Underpinned by SPD and 
evidence base work including 
Urban Design Study and Tall 
Building focused studies (refer 
to Core Strategy above).  

Yes 
Heights (refer to policy 
DMS 4) 
Refer to Appendix 1 ‘Tall 
Buildings Maps’ in the Site 
Specific Allocations 
Document. 
Locations (and heights) of 
inappropriate areas also 
identified (refer to table 
2.1). Varies 5-11 storeys. 
 

Unclear    Yes 

Wandsworth Wandsworth Local Plan Site 
Specific Allocations 
Document, 2016 
No Definition 

No (refer to London 
Plan default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to each site 
allocation) Mapped (refer to 
each site allocation and 
Appendix 1 ‘Tall Buildings Maps’ 
in the Site Specific Allocations 
Document). 
 
Underpinned by SPD and 
evidence base work including 
Urban Design Study and Tall 
Building focused studies (refer 
to Core Strategy above).  

Yes  
Heights (refer to Appendix 
1 maps) 
Sites categorised as 
‘inappropriate’, ‘sensitive’ 
or ‘appropriate’ for tall 
buildings. 
Height at which buildings 
are considered ‘tall’ – see 
number on each identified 
site.  
 

   Yes 

Wandsworth Vauxhall Nine Elms VNEB 
Opportunity Area Planning 
Framework, 2012 
Yes (Part) 
Definition (refer to 8.1) 
Refers back to Core 
Strategy, 2010 definition 
(policy IS3): 
Those which are 
substantially taller than the 
prevailing height of 
neighbouring buildings 
and/or which significantly 
change the skyline 
 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to 8.1). 
Refers back to Core Strategy, 
2010 definition (policy IS3).  
Mapped (refer to Chapter 8 
figure 8.1, 8.3 and 8.4). 
 
Underpinned by Core Strategy 
(including evidence base), also 
Local Views SPD (refer to link at 
right) 

Yes 
Heights (refer to Figures 
8.3, 8.4 and 8.7) 
Varies dependent on 
location:  
Albert Embankment – 80-90 
m 
Nine Elms and Battersea – 
60-70m  
Vauxhall – 150m  
*The Vauxhall Tower is to 
be the pinnacle of the 
future cluster at 180m 

No  Local Views SPD, 2014  Yes 

https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/2274/local_plan_-_development_management_policies_document_dmpd_adopted_march_2016.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/2274/local_plan_-_development_management_policies_document_dmpd_adopted_march_2016.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/2274/local_plan_-_development_management_policies_document_dmpd_adopted_march_2016.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/3755/local_plan_site_specific_allocations.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/3755/local_plan_site_specific_allocations.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/3755/local_plan_site_specific_allocations.pdf
https://nineelmslondon.com/about-us/downloads/
https://nineelmslondon.com/about-us/downloads/
https://nineelmslondon.com/about-us/downloads/
https://nineelmslondon.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/chapter-08-Tall-Buildings-Strategy.pdf
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/1631/local_views_spd.pdf
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Wandsworth  New emerging Local Plan 
Wandsworth Local Plan Pre-
Publication Regulation 18 
Consultation Version 
November 2020 
 
Yes (All) 
Definition  
Buildings which are either 8 
storeys or taller; or are 50% 
higher than the prevailing 
height of the character 
area/sub-area within which 
they are proposed to be 
located will be considered 
as ‘tall’ (whichever is the 
smaller). 
 
Table 23.1 identifies local 
definitions of ‘tall’,  height 
range between 5 – 8 storeys  

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes  
Locations  
Text (refer to Policy LP 4) 
Mapped (refer to Appendix 2 
Figures 2 to 10. 
 
Underpinned by Urban Design 
Study (refer to link at right).  

Unclear   
Heights  
(refer to Appendix 2 Table 
23.1) 
 
Table 23.1 identifies local 
definitions of ‘tall’,  height 
range between 5 – 8 storeys 
 
*Note: unclear because 
heights in the table are 
thresholds for ‘tall’ not 
what is considered 
maximum appropriate 
height.  

No  
 
Refer to Policy LP 4 part 
D.  

 Urban design study, 2020 
 

No 

Westminster Westminster’s City Plan, 
2016 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to 
Glossary):  
A building significantly taller 
than its surroundings 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes but process unclear  
Locations  
Text and mapped (refer 
Westminster’s Opportunity 
Areas S3 Paddington 
Opportunity Area, S4 Victoria 
OA, Part 5 S26 Views. 

No  No    Yes 

Westminster Unitary Development Plan 
(UDP), 2007 
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
DES 3) 
“High Buildings” defined as 
being that which is 
significantly higher than its 
surroundings. 

Yes (Subjective/refer 
to London Plan 
default) 

Yes but process unclear 
Locations  
Text (refer to DES 3) 
 

No  No    Yes 

Westminster New Local Plan April 2021 
City Plan 2019 – 2040  
Yes (All) 
Definition (refer to policy 
41 and 42): 
Tall buildings are defined as 
buildings of twice the 
prevailing context height or 
higher or those which will 
result in a significant 
change to the skyline. In all 
locations proposals for tall 

No as height reference 
of 30m removed so 
definition is relative 
(Subjective/refer to 
London Plan default) 

Yes 
Locations 
Text (refer to policy 41 part C). 
 
Policy 42 part also references 
housing renewal areas. 
 
Underpinned by Building 
Heights Study (refer to link at 
right).  
 

Yes 
Heights (refer to policy 41 
part C) 
Varies for each site 
identified. 
 

Yes  
 
Policy 41 states that D. 
Proposals for tall 
buildings outside of the 
areas identified in 
clause C will not 
generally be 
acceptable, and will 
need to demonstrate 
how they (in addition 
to the general 

 Westminster City Council 
Building Heights Study, 2019 
 

No 

https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-plan/draft-local-plan-pre-publication/
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-plan/draft-local-plan-pre-publication/
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-plan/draft-local-plan-pre-publication/
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-plan/draft-local-plan-pre-publication/
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/8075/urban_design_study.pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Westminster_City_Plan_consolidated_version_Nov_2016%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/LGoldstein/Downloads/Westminster_City_Plan_consolidated_version_Nov_2016%20(1).pdf
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/planning-building-and-environmental-regulations/city-plan-neighbourhood-planning-and-planning-policy/westminsters-city-plan-and-unitary-development-policies-udp/unitary-development-plan-udp
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/planning-building-and-environmental-regulations/city-plan-neighbourhood-planning-and-planning-policy/westminsters-city-plan-and-unitary-development-policies-udp/unitary-development-plan-udp
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/planning-building-and-environmental-regulations/city-plan-neighbourhood-planning-and-planning-policy/city-plan-2019-2040/submission-documents-core-submission
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/sites/default/files/ev_dh_004_building_height_study_urban_initiatives_for_wcc_june_2019.pdf
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/sites/default/files/ev_dh_004_building_height_study_urban_initiatives_for_wcc_june_2019.pdf
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buildings will need to satisfy 
both the general principles 
in clause B and relevant 
locational principles in 
clauses C and D  

principles under clause 
B):  

 


