
Corporate Investment Board  

 

Smart London Board Meeting of Monday 18 May 2020

Chair: Theo Blackwell, Chief Digital Officer for London 

For attendees and apologies, see Appendix 1  
 
Background 
The Board is made up of leading figures from the tech sector alongside entrepreneurs and academics 
and advises the Chief Digital Officer on how London can put digital technology and data at the heart 
of making the capital an even better place to live, work and visit. 
 
Meeting of 18 May 2020  

 

1. Update on GLA’s Covid-19 response (Theo)  

• GLA’s Recovery Task Force  

• Discussion of the role of data in London’s recovery 
 

2. Discussion of digital solutions to the Covid-19 pandemic, including digital track and trace 
apps (Julia and Theo) 

• Discussion of the NHSX digital contact tracing app and the role of the GLA and local 
authorities.  
 

3. Emerging technologies (Theo)  

• Discussion of two future working groups for the Smart London Board to (a) inform 
and structure the city’s response to emerging technologies ways to evaluate and 
discuss emerging technologies in London (b) support GLA thinking on data 
governance in the forthcoming London Datastore proposal. 

• Action: Davina to set up one-to-ones with Theo and SLB members.   
 

4. AOB (All) 

• The draft Public London Charter has been released for information only. It sets out 
the Mayor’s expectations on the management of public spaces in London.   

• Action for Board members: Contact Julia if you have any feedback on the 
draft Charter.    

• Skills for Londoners Covid-19 response fund - £9mi for adult education providers to 
expand and enhance their online education provision.   

• Volker Buscher is starting a new project on evidence-based strategies to address 
the possible long-term and significant changes we will see in our workplaces, homes, 
transport and urban systems as a result of Covid-19. Interested in the data and 
evidence that will be needed to manage these changes.  Action: All to contact 
Volker if this project is of interest.   

• Jarmo Eskeline is working on a central global open finance hub and is keen to 
collaborate to utilise this resource. Action: All to contact Jarmo if this is of 
interest.  

• The next Board meeting will be moved from 4 August to mid-July. 
  
 
 
Cleared by: Theo Blackwell, Chief Digital Officer, Mayor’s Office 

Lead Officer: Julia Thomson, Smart Cities Policy Lead, City Intelligence Unit 
 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/implementing-london-plan/planning-guidance/public-london-charter-pre-consultation-draft-information-only
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/skills-and-employment/skills-londoners/skills-londoners-covid-19-response-fund


Appendix 1 
 
 
 
Smart London Board – 18 May 2020 Attendees and Apologies 
 
Attendees 
Nathan Pierce, Julia Thomson, Fiona Lalo, 
Ekaterina Lichtenstein, Jarmo Eskeline, Jen 
Hawes-Hewitt, Miranda Sharp, Omid Shiraji, 
Volker Buscher, Andy Hudson-Smith, Duncan 
Wilson, Jim Wood, Rikesh Shah, 
Lucette Demets, Julie Alexander, Eddie 

Copeland, Tobias Stone, Rebecca Kemp, Anna 
Powell-Smith, Harry Metcalfe, Molly Blatchly-
Lewis, Alexander Holdsworth 
 
Apologies 
Ben Johnson, Linda O'Halloran, 
Yinka Makinde, Jeremy Skinner

 


