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Not every
school
necessarily
has a long
history.

But every
school has
stories to tell.



What stories of our school do you want to tell?

We are going to be part of a #HistoryOfMySchool project for the Layers of
London website. Layers of London is a free online resource that uses maps
and content uploaded by people (like us) with historical stories to tell.

You'll have the chance to research, edit, write and publish the history of
our school online for a public audience!

So, where do we start? The first stage is doing the research...






Use Maps

=> You can use the maps in Layers of London to check whether our school features in historical maps.
This tutorial will help you search Layers of London.

Think about which maps would be most useful for gathering information.

Make a note of which maps show information about our school — you may want to include this
information in your online record later.

-
-

Ask yourself questions about our school:

Find out when our school opened.

Has it always been at this location?

Have buildings changed, been added to, or demolished?

Was our school hit by a bomb in WWII?

Was is recorded as rich or poor on the Booth Poverty Map?

Does the 1746 Rocque map show what the area was like before our school was built?

What other questions could you ask?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmv3TWKJoIE&list=PL69MQ7VU0VJ6zwLKSjjgkE-oX_M4Nia_c&index=1

Use the school library

Our school may have information about its past in its library. Ask our librarian for information
and dive into that.

What types of source material* do you think you will discover?
This may lead to discoveries of old photographs of the school, stories from the past and key

milestones that can help build a timeline for our school.

*Some examples of source material: artefacts (e.g., objects, furniture, clothing etc.); literary
material; records from organisations; photographs, films, videos or audio recordings;
newspaper or magazine clippings; letters or diaries etc.



Interview people

Sometimes the best information is inside people’s heads!
Are there any teachers that have worked at the school for a long time that you can
interview? Or maybe you could interview any adults that went to school here when they

were younger? What type of questions would you ask?



Use websites

Vil

Vil

Does our school website have information about the history of the school?
What other websites could you use to find out more information?
Try searching for our school for any references on Wikipedia, newspaper articles, or local history societies.

Other resources to try:

YouTube (especially British Pathé’s account: https://www.youtube.com/britishpathe)

The London Picture Archive (for images from across London https://collage.cityoflondon.gov.uk/)

Historic England (images, drawings & written reports https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/)

Questions to consider:

When was our school built?

Who was the school’s first head teacher?

Why was it built?

What did our school look like when it was first built?
Has our school ever been rebuilt or had new buildings added to it?
Has our school always been at its current location?
Has our school uniform changed?

Did anyone famous use to go to our school?

Has anyone famous visited our school?

What stories do people have about the school?

What was at this location before our school was built?


https://www.youtube.com/britishpathe
https://www.youtube.com/britishpathe
https://www.londonpicturearchive.org.uk
https://collage.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/

Whilst researching...

Remember to keep notes of everything you find out - start to build a picture of the
history of our school and the stories you want to share about it.







What do you want to include in your Layers of London record?

You might not want to include everything you’ve found.

=> Think about what makes a good record — what would you want to read about or see in a record about another
school?

What key information do you think you should include? You may find it useful to put together a timeline of key
milestones in the school’s history.

=> Should you write one record or several records?

You may find you have lots of information that can be separated into different themes or different time periods.
You could post several records relating to our school or prefer to summarise the school’s history into one record.

= In groups, discuss what should be included in your record/s and what should be left out.

=> Then get all the agreed content together so it’s ready.
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Log in to your school’s account, then open the map
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2. Click ‘Explore
the map’

LAYERS OF LONDON

Explore our unique, historic
map layers



Once the map is open
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Click New Record and on the next page click on Begin
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In your record to its location

Signed in successfully.

Where is your record located?
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Latitude and longitude -0.118092 51509865

Delete this record Save as draft & exit Next

A red pin will appear on
the map. You can drag it
to the exact location for
your record.

Type the location for your

record in the search bar
and press enter.

Use the map to set where you would

Al content needs a geographic
location. This is normally where an
event or story took place, or where a
piece of information relates to.

You can move the map around, and
z00m in and out. You can also use the
text search tool located in the top right
of the map to help you find a place.

Signed in successfully.

Made with Where is your record located?
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Latitude and longitude -0.1208 51.4288
Delete this record Save as draft & exit Next

Use the map to set where you would
like your record to be located.

All content needs a geographic
location. This is normally where an
event or story took place, or where a
piece of information relates to.

You can move the map around, and
zoom in and out. You can also use the
text search tool located in the top right
of the map to help you find a place.

Made with



Add a name and information to your record

Type the name of your school here

Name your record, and add any text content

Name
shown in search results and on the

If your record is text=based, for

example a written account or story, this
o~ y y

is where to putit. It can be as long as

you like.

Here, type the information or story you
want to include in this record. You can
format your text using the text box
toolbar, if you want to make it easier
to read and understand)

Next Made with

T~

When you are happy with your record,
click ‘Next’

Delete this record Save as draft & exit Back



Add images or videos to your record

Would you like to add images and video?

Add video by URL

Paste YouTube URLS here eg. http:

Add

Drop here or browse files

Delete this record Save as draft & exit Back

Include a caption.

Next

You can add as many images and
videos as you like to your record.

Thes:
qallery, alom
The 'main’ image wil
top of the tr
recorg

Made with

Make sure you credit the person who
took the picture and cite your sources

(where you got the image from)

Add multiple images or videos by
uploading them from your computer or
adding the video’s URL into the URL
box and clicking ‘Add’.

Would you like to add images and video?

Add video by URL Add videos as you like to your record.
These items are shown in a media
tehPV=dQWAWIWGKEQ gallery, alongside their captions.

The ‘main' image will be shown at the
top of the tray when you open your
rrrrr d.

Drop here or browse files

Show additional fields

The tombstone of three famous Opera singers

Image [© Jennifer Maple

Delete this record Save as draft & exit Back Next Made with



More details

On the next page, if you have this
information, add a date.

Would you like to add a date?

Start date Day v Month v . . . . f
Approximations are fine - if you don’t
i il ° ) weTTE have a date, that's OK (you don’t
need a date to submit your record -
just click ‘Next’).
Delete this record Save as draft & exit Back Next Made with

Add links
And on the next, you can add any

links that you think are useful —_—

Adding links is optional. If you want to
ad ites on the internet,

Add another

Delete this record Save as draft & exit Back Next Made with



Making it easier for people to find your record

Select the borough your record takes

Help people to find your record
place in from the dropdown menu

Tag and categorise your record with th
will help people find it in search results

poreughs oflendon remben v And select any categories in yellow
Safegoriss that might be relevant to your record
Housing, Infrastructure and Environment Politics & government v
Religion & worship Trade, Industry and commerce v War & conflict v /
Education ¥ Written evidence Transport v Visual/audio evidence v

Crime and Punishment w Leisure, sport and culture Gender, ethnicity and identity v

LostLondon w Imagined or Future London v Health and Welfare v

Delete this record Save as draft & exit Back Next Made with



Cite the sources you have used

Add any credits or attribution F.0093 Finally include any sources you have
! used in your research - they will all be
Attribution https:/www.layersoflondon.org/records/34270/create/ "yzlr’dhfmmanmhersoume, {or Credlted at the end Of your record

attribution
please be sure that you are permitted
to do so.

https://brookwoodcemetery.com
Some sources may require you to give

o i - them credit, which you can do so here.
https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brookwood_Cemetery This will be shown at the bottom of your
record.

Delete this record Save as draft & exit Back Next Made with



Well done! Your record is ready for proofreading!

Donel Your record is ready.
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Delete this record Save as draft & exit Back Publish

Made with

After your teacher has read through
your record, publish it. You'll be able to
see it live on the Layers of London
website!

Once it's published, add your record to
the public collection,
‘#HistoryOfMySchool’
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Talk about the following questions in pairs and then discuss as a class

1. What did you think of this project when you initially found out about it?

2. Did any of your first thoughts change when you started working on this project? If so,
in what ways?

3. Did you find out anything surprising about your school?

4. Has doing these activities made you see your school and its history in a different way?
If so, can you explain how?

5. What did you learn about doing historical research and presenting your findings?

6. What types of information and media sources did you find most interesting?

7. Overall, what would you say you’ve learned through doing these activities?
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