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Report Summary 
 
Overall Summary of the Purpose of the Report 
This paper updates the Audit Panel on the Joint Audit Plan for 2021/22, and provides 
the regular update Audit Progress Report and Sector Update. 
 
Key Considerations for the Panel 
To note the Joint Audit Plan for 2021/22, noting that there are no significant issues 
to report at this stage. 
 
Interdependencies/Cross Cutting Issues 
The external audit function provides an independent opinion on the statutory 
accounts and the arrangements for delivering value-for-money which are used as a  
basis to inform the AGS and governance improvement. 
 
Recommendations 
The Audit Panel is recommended to: 
a. Note the Joint Audit Plan for 2021/22 
b. Note the external audit update report 
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1. Supporting Information 
 

Joint Audit Plan 2020/21 – Appendix One 
1.1. The Joint Audit plan for 2021/22 provides an overview of the planned scope 

and timings of the statutory audits of MOPAC and the MPS that will be 
undertaken by the external auditors (Grant Thornton). This includes the Value 
for Money (VFM) arrangements. The plan has been discussed with both the 
Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime and the Commissioner. 
 

1.2. The plan sets out those risks that will require specific audit consideration. These 
are as follows:- 
 
(a) The risk that the revenue cycle includes fraudulent transactions 

(rebutted). 
(b) The risk of management override of controls 
(c) The risk that the valuation of land and buildings is materially misstated 
(d) The risk that the valuation of the net pension liability in the accounts is 

materially misstated. 
  

1.3. In addition within the VFM section the following risks of significant weakness 
have been identified: 
 
(e) The risk that arrangements may not be working effectively to ensure trust 

and confidence within the MPS, as well as ensuring appropriate 
arrangements are in place to install trust and confidence within the MPS. 
 

(f) The risk that arrangements are not operating effectively to mitigate 
against delivery of two major transformation projects relating to the 
CONNECT and Command and Control projects which could cause risks 
to the operational delivery as well as significant financial loss and 
delivery of planned benefits. 

 
1.4. Grant Thornton undertook interim visits in March, with final visits due to take 

from late June. 
 
Audit Progress Report and Sector Update - Appendix Two 

1.5. Grant Thornton undertook interim audit work in March as part of the annual 
audit of the statement of accounts for MOPAC and the MPS. No issues have 
been identified to date.  
 

1.6. The audit of the draft statement of accounts is due to take place from late June, 
with the auditors planning to provide their Audit opinion on 30 September 2022. 
The auditors annual report will be issued by 30 December 2022. 
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2. Equality and Diversity Impact 

There are no equality and diversity implications directly arising from this report. 
 

3. Financial Implications 
The proposed audit fee for 2021/22 is £309,529. Of which £169,052 relates to 
MOPAC and £140,477 relates to the MPS. Costs will be met from existing 
resources within MOPAC and the MPS. 
 

4. Legal Implications 
There are no direct legal implications arising from the report. 
 

5. Risk Implications 
 This paper relates to the MPS and MOPAC corporate risk register entries for 
resources and value for money. 
 

6. Contact Details 
Annabel Cowell Deputy Chief Finance Officer and Head of Financial 
Management MOPAC, Lisa Kitto Interim Chief Finance Officer and Director of 
Corporate Services 
 

7. Appendices and Background Papers 
 
Appendix 1 – Joint Audit Plan 2020/21  
Appendix 2 – Audit Progress Report and Sector Update 
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https://www.frc.org.uk/getattachment/0fa69c03-49ec-49ae-a8c9-cc7a2b65382a/ISA-(UK)-540_Revised-December-2018_final.pdf
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Oracle EBS (PSOP)

Real Asset 

Management (RAM)
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Ethical Standard (revised 

2019)

https://www.frc.org.uk/getattachment/601c8b09-2c0a-4a6c-8080-30f63e50b4a2/Revised-Ethical-Standard-2019-With-Covers.pdf
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Function Benefits for you

Data extraction Providing us with your financial 

information is made easier

File sharing An easy-to-use, ISO 27001 certified, 

purpose-built file sharing tool

Project 

management

Effective management and oversight of 

requests and responsibilities

Data analytics Enhanced assurance from access to 

complete data populations
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More information can be found on our dedicated public sector and police sections on the 

Grant Thornton website by clicking on the logos below:

• Grant Thornton Publications

• Insights from sector specialists

• Accounting and regulatory updates

Public Sector Police

http://www.grantthornton.co.uk/industries/public-sector
http://www.grantthornton.co.uk/en/insights/?tags=police#filters


•

•

•

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/773083/CCS207_CCS1218246368-001_Police_Settlement_Web_Accessable.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/whole-system-approach-to-tackling-violent-crime-is-working


https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/publications/state-of-policing-the-annual-assessment-of-policing-in-england-and-wales-2021/
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https://www.nao.org.uk/report/good-practice-in-annual-reports/
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