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Title:  GLA Oversight Committee - Letter to Mayor from FREP and Housing Committees —
External Wall Fire Review (EWS1) Forms

Executive Summary

At the Plenary Meeting on 3 September 2020, the Assembly resolved:

That, in relation to urgent matters only, a general delegation of authority in respect of the
Assembly’s powers and functions (apart from those that cannot under the Greater London
Authority Act 1999 be delegated) be given to the Chair of the GLA Oversight Committee, in
consultation with the Deputy Chairman of that Committee, party Group Leaders, Caroline
Pidgeon MBE AM and any relevant committee Chair(s), from 3 September 2020 to 17
December 2020.

Following consultation with the Deputy Chairman, party Group Leaders, Caroline Pidgeon
MBE AM, and the Chairs of the Fire, Resilience and Emergency Planning (FREP) and Housing
Committees, Len Duvall AM agreed a letter to the Mayor, from the FREP and Housing
Committee in regards to External Wall Fire Review Forms.

Decision

That the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy Chairman, party Group Leaders, Caroline
Pidgeon MBE AM, and the Chairs of the FREP and Housing Committees, agree the letter from
the FREP and Housing Committee as attached at Appendix 1.

Assembly Member

| confirm that | do not have any disclosable pecuniary interests in the proposed decision and
take the decision in compliance with the Code of Conduct for elected Members of the
Authority.

The above request has my approval.

Signature Date 05/10/20

b oot

Printed Name Len Duvall AM (Chair, GLA Oversight Committee)
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Decision by an Assembly Member under Delegated Authority

Notes:

1.

The Lead Officer should prepare this form for signature by relevant Members of the Assembly to record any
instance where the Member proposes to take action under a specific delegated authority. The purpose of the
form is to record the advice received from officers, and the decision made.

The “‘background’ section (below) should be used to include an indication as to whether
the information contained in / referred to in this Form should be considered as exempt
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FolA), or the Environmental Information
Regulations 2004 (EIR). If so, the specimen Annexe (attached below) should be used. If
this form does deal with exempt information, you must submit both parts of this form
for approval together.

Background and proposed next steps:

At the Plenary Meeting on 3 September 2020, the Assembly resolved:

That, in relation to urgent matters only, a general delegation of authority in respect of the
Assembly’s powers and functions (apart from those that cannot under the Greater London
Authority Act 1999 be delegated) be given to the Chair of the GLA Oversight Committee, in
consultation with the Deputy Chairman of that Committee, party Group Leaders, Caroline
Pidgeon MBE AM and any relevant committee Chair(s), from 3 September 2020 to 17
December 2020.

Assembly Members have noted an increasing amount of correspondence from Londoners in
regards to the impact of the EWS1 form procedure, and would like to make their
recommendation to the Mayor at the earliest opportunity. The next meeting of the Housing
Committee is not until November 2020.

Following consultation with the Deputy Chairman, party Group Leaders, Caroline Pidgeon MBE
AM, and the Chairs of the Housing and Environment Committees, Len Duvall AM agreed the
letter to the Mayor, from the FREP and Housing Committee in regards to EWS1 forms.

The letter was co-signed by the Chairs of the FREP Committee and the Housing Committee.

Confirmation that appropriate delegated authority exists for this decision

Signed by Committee

Services Date 2/10/20

Print Name: Davena Toyinbo Tel: X 8125

Financial implications REQUIRED/NOT REQUIRED

NOTE: Finance comments and signature are required only where there are financial implications
arising or the potential for financial implications.

Signed by Finance N/a Date ..
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Print Name N/a Tel:

Legal implications

The Chair of the Oversight Committee has the power to make the decision set out in this report.

Signed by Legal Gt fo Date  2/10/2020

Print Name Emma Strain, Monitoring Officer Tel: X 4399

Supporting detail/List of Consultees: Susan Hall AM, Caroline Russell AM, Peter Whittle AM,
Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, Andrew Dismore AM (Chair of the FREP Committee), Murad Qureshi
AM (Chair of Housing Committee).

Public Access to Information

Information in this form (Part 1) is subject to the FolA, or the EIR and will be made available
on the GLA Website, usually within one working day of approval.

If immediate publication risks compromising the implementation of the decision (for example,
to complete a procurement process), it can be deferred until a specific date. Deferral periods
should be kept to the shortest length strictly necessary. Note: this form (Part 1) will either be
published within one working day after it has been approved or on the defer date.

Part 1 - Deferral
Is the publication of Part 1 of this approval to be deferred? No

Until what date: (a date is required if deferring)

Part 2 - Sensitive information

Only the facts or advice that would be exempt from disclosure under FolA or EIR should be
included in the separate Part 2 form, together with the legal rationale for non-publication.

Is there a part 2 form - NO
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Lead Officer/Author

Signed

Print Name

Job Title

Countersigned by
Executive Director

Print Name

Aoife Nolan

External Communications officer

{L Alic 7

Ed Williams

Date
2/10/2020

Tel: x 4067

Date
05/10/2020

Tel: x 4399
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LONDONASSEMBLY Appendix 1

City Hall

The Queen’s Walk

More London

London SE1 2AA
Telephone: 020 7983 4000
Web: www.london.gov.uk

Andrew Dismore AM
Chair of the Fire, Resilience and Emergency Planning Committee

Murad Qureshi AM
Chair of the Housing Committee

Sadig Khan
Mayor of London
(Sent by email)

Dear Sadiq 5 October 2020
External Wall Fire Review (EWS1 form)

We are writing about the problems facing Londoners living in leasehold homes who are finding
themselves unable to move or remortgage due to the unavailability of an external wall fire
review form (EWS1), without which mortgage lenders won’t release financing. The responsibility
for getting these reviews done sits with freeholders.

A recent (12 June) report by the Housing, Communities and Local Government Committee*
looked at this issue and condemned the mortgage industry’s cladding form as slow and
expensive. The Committee recommended that the Government intercede with mortgage lenders.
Although the Housing Minister, Christopher Pincher, said that mortgage lenders were reviewing
the process there has been no progress made to date.

Both Murad and | have been receiving correspondence from Londoners telling of their distress
and financial loss caused by their inability to move because of the impasse over these reviews,
which they cannot commission themselves. An example of a Londoner who is stuck in this dire
situation is Sam from East London. Sam bought a shared ownership flat in March 2017. Sam has
described his experience with the housing association as “very frustrating”, who seemingly lack
any sense of urgency to ensure that the EWS1 is put in place for their building. In the latest
correspondence from the housing association to another resident in March 2020, they have

L https://committees.parliament.uk/work/85/cladding-progress-on-remediation/publications/
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stated that their programme may take “ten years to deliver”. This means that Sam and other
people in his building cannot move property until the EWS1 forms are issued which could take up
to 10 years.

Another Londoner who recently got in touch with the London Assembly is Mark. Mark lives in
North London with his wife and 2 children in a one bed flat. His block has timber cladding and
needs remedial work. Mark owns 55% of the of the property but has been told by his landlord
that he must pay 100% of the costs of the remedial work. The building in which Mark lives in is
under 18 metres so it does not qualify for funding under the Government’s £1bn package to deal
with this issue. Mark and his wife have lost 3 potential buyers over the last year due to the EWS1
form situation and have subsequently had to abandon their search for their family home. This is
having devastating effects on the whole family’s mental well-being.

Sam and Mark are just two people who live in a building affected by cladding. It has been
estimated that 2,000 high-rise buildings across London 2 are yet to have remediation undertaken
post-Grenfell so cannot get an EWS1 form. It has also been identified that mortgage lenders and
building societies are now requiring EWS1 forms for properties below 18m height directly
impacting on many others. Londoners, from families to first-time buyers, have invested in
property across the capital and now find themselves in this extremely difficult situation with
nowhere to turn to for support.

The Public Accounts Committee published a report on progress on remediating dangerous
cladding on 16 September. The Committee noted that besides the Government’s £1bn
investment, which is estimated to cover a third of the total cost to remove dangerous cladding
from buildings across the UK, “the Government has no plans to support residents or social
landlords to meet the costs of replacing dangerous cladding in buildings below 18 metres.” The
Committee also acknowledged the financial burden and ‘nil’ valuations that leaseholders face
because of EWS1 forms not being available and the shortage of qualified fire engineers to
complete these.’

In what has already been an extremely difficult year for our city, we cannot sit by and watch
thousands of Londoners be affected by this issue, which leaves them stranded and unable to plan
for the future. They are stuck in limbo. Through no fault of their own, these Londoners are
struggling financially and mentally and there’s no one helping them find solutions to this vast and
complicated problem. Safety must come first and while the EWS1 forms bring safety to people
buying houses across the UK, we cannot allow EWS1 forms to protect some but trap others in
potentially unsafe buildings with no support. In addition to your letter to the Government on this
issue which detailed five key steps to tackle the EWS1 form issue, as Mayor of London there is
action you can take to help those Londoners who need urgent support.

We ask that you:

1. Raise this issue urgently with the housing sector in London by setting up a housing task
force with a view to agreeing a common approach for obtaining EWS1 forms;

2 Housing, Communities and local Government Committee report Cladding: progress on remediation,
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/1438/documents/13153/default/, 12 June 2020
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2. Urgently look into how you can use your Adult Education Budget to help combat the
shortage of specialist skills needed to tackle the unsafe cladding issue which is impacting
thousands of Londoners across our city.

Please can you respond to this letter by 16" October 2020 and copy in Diane Richards

(diane.richards@london.gov.uk) to your response.
Yours sincerely,

Dok Dyt

Andrew Dismore AM
Chair of the Fire, Resilience and Emergency Planning Committee

Murad Qureshi AM
Chair of the Housing Committee


mailto:diane.richards@london.gov.uk

