
London Plan Explanatory Note: Applying the Use Class 
Order to the new London Plan 
 
This note explains how policies in the new London Plan that refer to specific use classes 
should be applied in light of changes to the Use Class Order. 
 
The new London Plan (“the Plan”) was written and submitted to the Secretary of State prior 
to The Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 20201 
coming into force. The Plan therefore refers to the use classes applicable at the time.2 
 
In applying the policies in the Plan, the use classes mentioned should be applied as follows. 
 
Where the Plan refers to the specific use classes in Column A of the table below, or a 
combination of these uses, the relevant policies should be applied as if they refer to the 
corresponding use class in Column B: 
 

Column A Column B 

A1 E(a) 

A2 E(c) 

A3 E(b) 

A4 Use as a public house, wine bar, or 
drinking establishment (sui generis) 

A5 Use as a hot food takeaway for the sale of 
hot food where consumption of that food 
is mostly undertaken off the premises (sui 
generis) 

B1(a) E(g)(i) 

B1(b) E(g)(ii) 

B1(c) E(g)(iii) 

 
Where the Plan refers generally to the A Use Class, the relevant policies should be applied 
as if this were a reference to Use Classes E(a), E(b), E(c), use as a public house, wine bar, or 
drinking establishment (sui generis), and use as a hot food takeaway for the sale of hot food 
where consumption of that food is mostly undertaken off the premises (sui generis). 
 
Where the Plan refers generally to the B Use Class, the relevant policies should be applied as 
if this were a reference to Use Classes E(g), B2 and B8. 
 
Where the Plan refers to a specific use within the D1 or D2 Use Classes, the relevant policies 
should be applied as if this were a reference to the relevant specific use within Use Classes 
E, F.1 or F.2 or the relevant sui generis use. 

                                                      
1 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/757/contents/made 
2  those set out in the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as amended by S.I. 1991/1567, 
1992/657, 1993/610, 1994/724, 1995/297, 2005/84, 2006/220, 2006/1282, 2010/653, 2011/988, and 
2015/597.) 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/757/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/757/contents/made


 
Other use classes mentioned in the Plan are not affected by The Town and Country Planning 
(Use Classes) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2020. 
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